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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


Visits us as RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show E69 
and RHS Flower Show Tatton Park GR19 
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It’s a strange anomaly that while Britain is 
renowned the world over for the beauty of its 
gardens, gardening as a profession is often held 
in low regard. Sadly, there’s a widespread belief 
that working gardeners do little more than 
glorified labouring, yet to maintain and develop 
a top-notch garden takes talent, commitment 
and experience. On page 70 we take a look at 


how to employ a gardener, what you can expect 
and factors to take into consideration. We also celebrate remarkable 
gardeners in our ongoing series Gardening Talent. This month we talk to 
Marion Jones, who comes highly recommended by Jinny Blom the 


designer of the gardens at Temple Guiting that Marion is helping to 


develop. A deep understanding of plants is a sure-fire way to enhance any SHPKy Wicksanen Lew!s S aes 
Dorset, is a masterclass in wild planting. See‘ page 42: 


garden and however varied the gardens we feature there’s always much to 
learn from personal insights and recommendations. Pam Lewis, the 
co-creator with her late husband Peter of Sticky Wicket in Dorset — arguably 
the world’s most beautiful wildlife garden — recommends her favourite 
flowers for a summer meadow; plant expert Val Bourne, who has followed 
the recent RHS trails at Wisley, reveals the best phlox; and maverick nursery 
woman Derry Watkins discusses her favourite ten plants for July. It may 
take years for the perception of gardening as a career to change, but those 
who make their living working with plants know the fulfilment and 
pleasure to be had. I hope you enjoy the issue. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 
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ON THE COVER 
Creative ideas for 
container planting page 48 
Wild style page 42 


How to hire a gardener 
page 70 


Phlox page 54 

Water irises page 80 
Plants for July page 18 
COVER IMAGE 

Urn of Calendula officinalis 
‘Flashbacks’ and Gaura 
lindheimeri Karalee White 
(= ‘Nugauwhite’) 

by Andrew Montgomery 
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18 = July plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins revels 
in summer's colourful plants and chooses ten 
favourites that are at their best this month 

48 Pots of style Designer Kristy Ramage presents 
three ‘recipes’ for tasteful midsummer pots 

54 Plant profile: phlox A country garden favourite 
for over a century, this pretty flower is now 
available in a range of whites, pinks and purples 

80 ‘Planting ideas: selecting the best water irises 
Bring a splash of colour to a pond or water's 
edge with these easy-to-grow plants 
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Places 


34 = Artfully modern When Fenna Graf's romantic 
cottage garden in northern Germany became 
too much work, she decided that it was time 
for a radical change 


42 


64 


74 


62 


Wild style Pam Lewis has revised her entire 
approach to gardening at Sticky Wicket in 
Dorset. The result is an inspirational ‘happy 
chaos’ brimming with wild flowers and 
humming with insects 

Creative flow Around her Suffolk mill house, 
Lucy Bartlett has created a beautiful riverside 
garden that mixes a relaxed countryside feel 
with sophisticated formality 

Sowing the seed Cruydt-Hoeck seed nursery in 
the Netherlands is on a mission to repopulate 
our gardens and communities with wild flowers, 
and is producing more than 800 varieties 


ple 


Who's who The Big Allotment Challenge judge 
and consummate plantsman Jim Buttress 


O 


discusses potting sheds, perfectionism and his 
work with the horticultural charity Perennial. 


70 


122 


How to employ a gardener Need some help 
with your lawn or maintaining your borders? Our 
guide to finding the perfect gardener tells you 
everything you need to consider 

Golden wonders Columnist Frank Ronan 
speculates on the true value of possessing 
objects of beauty 
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85 
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95 


Design news New projects and events, 
including a festival for ‘The Father of the English 
Flower Garden’ changes at Monet's garden and 
a Chinese glasshouse shaped like a falling leaf 
Design ideas: conserving water From flooding 
to coping with hose-pipe bans, climate change 
is making all of us rethink water conservation 
Design sourcebook Find your perfect romantic, 
garden hideaway among our choice of nine 
lovely shepherds’ huts 
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Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: What's happening this month — discover 
more about medicinal plants and garden events, 
and choose from the latest stylish products 
Urban gardener Food writer and gardener 

Jojo Tulloh gets down to some serious mulching 
Gardening talent Temple Guiting’s head 
gardener, Marion Jones 

Subscription offer Free 30-day trial when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 

The Living Landscape 

Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on the impact of young blood at Chelsea 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in August 
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EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


« Join us at our Kitchen 
Garden event at Great 
Dixter — see page 9 — and 
our autumn lecture with 
Monty Don - see page 10 


* Free 30-day trial when 
you subscribe to the digital 
edition — see page 32 


« Visit Bergamo in Italy for 
the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
sponsored ‘International 

Meeting of the Landscape 
and Garden’ — see page 96 


+ Exclusive offers on 
pelargoniums, wild flower 
plugs and Bionic gardening 
gloves — see page 104 
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BROCHURE & ENQUIRIES: 
01342 714793 
info@potsandpithoi.com 


VISIT US: The Barns, East Street, 
Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 


SABRINA ROTHE 
German photographer Sabrina 
specialises in photographing 
people and their green spaces. 
Her images of homes and 
gardens have appeared in 
magazines and books across 
Europe. On page 34 she visits 
a beautiful private garden in 
northern Germany. 


“In every corner of Fenna Graf's garden, you can sense her great 
passion for the garden. It is any photographer's delight." 


CATHERINE 
HORWOOD 

Catherine is the author of 
Gardening Women: Their Stories 
from 1600 to the Present and is 
now working on the authorised 
biography of Beth Chatto. On 
page 64 she visits a hidden 

gem of agarden deep in 
Suffolk's beautiful Stour Valley. 


“Having to cope with the occasional damp conditions found ina 
mill house garden, the owner Lucy is a great fan of Beth's nursery.” 


ANNIE GATTI 


Annie started her writing career 
as a nature columnist in Ireland. 
Awriter and editor she’s been 
gardening editor for the Times 
Weekend, co editor of The Good 
Gardens Guide and editor of the 
Garden Design Journal. Her 
guide to employing a gardener 
is on page 70. 


“It was interesting to find out how much trust is involved in 
employing a gardener. Most people don't ask for qualifications.” 


NON MORRIS 

Non has a busy garden design 
practice — recent projects include 
gardens for the South London 
Gallery and artists Christopher Le 
Brun and Charlotte Verity — and 
writes a bi-monthly blog about 
gardens: thedahliapapers.com. On 
page 42, she describes her joyful 
visit to Sticky Wicket in Dorset. 


“My afternoon spent in the hazy, fragrant garden of Sticky Wicket 
was the highlight of my summer.” 
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The beautifully-refurbished Dormy House Hotel 
is now THE place to stay in the Cotswolds, 
with 40 individual rooms and suites that will 

become your home from home. 


Dormy House Is in the heart of the Cotswolds, 
with 30 of England's finest gardens within 
30 miles — including the quintessential Hidcote, 
just five miles away. 


Garden-lovers can find details of our 
unique two-night Cotswold Gardens break at 
www.dormyhouse.co.uk or call 01386 85271 | 

quoting ref GIO7 14. 


3 


Dormy House 


Near Broadway, Worcestershire 


hi 
* 
o 
o 
= 
Z 
=) 
a 
5 
Z 
12) 


Sr aabirrYy 


LITTLE SCARLET 


Conserve 
Fruit Growers & Preservers 
Since 1885 


Pitty tiny berries in every jar 


make it jam-packed with taste 


We’ve been growing Little Scarlet strawberries picked and sorted entirely by hand. It’s 
here at Tiptree for over 100 years. Today, estimated that each jar of Little Scarlet 
our foundet’s great grandson still insists Conserve contains over fifty tiny berries, 
we only use fruit that’s fresh from the fields, ensuring you can really taste the difference. 
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The preserve of pood. taste 


WILKIN & SONS LIMITED TIPTREE COLCHESTER ESSEX CO5 ORF WWW.TIPTREE.COM 
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READER DAY AT GREAT DIXTER 


The Kitchen Garden: 
sm, A New Experience , 


AARON BERTELSEN grew up in 
New Zealand, where he helped his 
© grandfather to grow vegetables. 
From these beginnings he went 
on to train at Kew and has worked 
at Great Dixter for 12 years. 


DATE 
Monday 29 September 2014 


HELD AT 
Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, 
East Sussex TN31 6PH 


PROGRAMME 
10am Arrival and coffee 
10.30am Talk on The Kitchen 
Garden: a new experience 

12 noon Lunch in the Great Hall 
1.30pm Guided tour of garden 

3pm Tea in the Plant Nursery 

with 10% discount on plants 


Spend a day with Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter’s vegetable 
gardener, looking at the tradition of the kitchen garden and 
its 21st-century purpose and appeal — 29 September 2014 


While Great Dixter is known for its clever successional plantings, effusive herbaceous long border 
and naturalised meadow areas, the kitchen garden is also an integral part of the garden. The late, 
great gardener Christopher Lloyd was passionate about growing fruit and vegetables at Great Dixter, 
and was also a talented cook, so flavour has always been key. Aaron will discuss how he has taken 
on the legacy as Dixter’s gardener-cook, and how he manages the kitchen garden through the year, 
giving tips on best practice, vegetable must-haves and a selection of Christo’s favourite recipes. 

He will also look at how to modernise the appeal of the kitchen garden by incorporating 
more unusual vegetables into the mix, as well as taking a look at the rise of the city farm 
phenomena and the potential of growing on urban wasteland. 

Your day includes a tour of the gardens at Dixter with head gardener Fergus Garrett and the 
chance to buy plants from the nursery at a 10 per cent discount (valid on the day only). 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURE WITH ON es 


ty Don 


Monty's passion for gardens and gardening, organic practices and home-grown 
vegetables encompasses a deep respect for rural living and traditional skills. 
He reflects on these interests and his gardening life at our autumn lecture — 10 October 2014 


THE SPEAKER Autumn is a time to take stock of the garden — to consider your growing successes and take 
MONTNDON Ties bec fermi on board inspiration for the next year. Join us at the first of our GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
gardening figure on our television ; : ; : 

sorecis ean Leen autumn lectures, held at the Royal Geographical Society in London, with our guest 
programmes such as Gardeners’ World speaker Monty Don who will talk about his life in gardening, his passion for growing 


and Around the World in 80 Gardens. and his Herefordshire garden. 
Over his long career as a writer and presenter we’ve shared Monty’s gardening highs 


and lows, most recently from his garden at Longmeadow, familiar to viewers of Gardeners’ 
World, from where the programme has been filmed for the last three years; we’ve followed 
him to gardens around the world to share his insights into gardeners past and present 
from a range of gardening cultures; and we’ve admired his dedication to promoting the 
skills of rural craftsmen and the way he asks us to re-evaluate our relationship with the 
countryside. His talk promises to be entertaining, informative and thought provoking. 
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INE, VIEW PICTURES LTD 


NORLD MAGA 


GARDENER; 


DATE 
Friday 10 October 2014 


HELD AT 
Royal Geographical Society, 
1 Kensington Gore, South 
Kensington, London SW7 2AR 


PROGRAMME 
6.15pm Doors open 
(cash bar available) 

7.30pm Lecture starts 
9pm Doors close 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace the speaker with another speaker of equal stature in the unlikely event that the original speaker is unable to attend. 
Tickets must be booked in advance and are non-refundable. A transaction fee will be applied to each booking. Please let us know when booking of any special access 
requirements. Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest London Underground station is South Kensington. 
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NATURAL BEAUTY | 


Stretching from the golden.sand dunes and beaches of Cape Cod to 
the lush and forested Berkshire Hills, Massachusetts is waiting to be 
explored. Visit Boston, one of America's most vibrant and historic cities, 4 
enjoy world-class museums and affordable shopping or head to the 
glorious island getaways of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. With 
something for everyone, discover Massachusetts like never before. 


Plan your holiday today at massholiday.co.uk or call 0208 464 8483 


Discover 
America MASSACHUSETTS 
7 IT’S ALL HERE? 
massholiday.co.uk 
tm, t VW @VisitMA_UK 
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JME LIBRARY, LONDON 


V/), 
What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


Clockwise from top left: page from 1629 apothecary’s 
book; 18th-century engraving of apothecary’s wife; 
ceramic apothecary jars; 19th-century etching illustrating 
the more unscrupulous side of the medical profession. 
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Medicinal plants past, present and future 


The Chelsea Physic Garden, founded in 1673, has opened a new Garden of 
Medicinal Plants and you can find out more about the garden's context at a 
series of talks that considers the past, present and uncertain future of plant 
usage in medical treatment. Speakers will include Romy Fraser, the founder of 
Neal's Yard Remedies, Dr Henry Oakeley, Garden Fellow at the Royal College of 
Physicians, and Ross MacFarlane who will delve into the archives at the Wellcome 
Trust's medical library. Talks are held every Tuesday in July, 6-8pm, 

£15 per talk. Chelsea Physic Garden, London SW3 4HS. Book in 

advance on 020 7349 6471 or via chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 
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We sell a wide range of pots, planters and 
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gardens to explore. 


D ~ Pieskinkeconcan 


We are now the sole agent for Adezz products in the UK. 
These include a range of corten steel burners and water 
features designed and manufactured in Holland. 


01892 890 353 www.thepotco.com 


W G GRACE & SON LTD 


Designers & Joiners of 
Traditional Greenhouses 
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Bespoke service available 


Open daily from 11th April a Contact us for more information on our services and products: 
T: 01525,290 333 K” GEORGIAN 01647 252995 www.wggrace.co.uk 
woburnabbey.coyik/gardens 
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Pom-pom cheer 


Ashwood Nurseries is celebrating all things 
hydrangea this July. See a range of species 
including H. macrophylla, serrata, aspera, 
arborescens, paniculata, and quercifolia, and pick 
up expert tips on how to get the best results from 
your hydrangeas. Ashwood owner and expert 
plantsman John Massey will be opening his garden 
on 19 July (l0am-4pm, £5) where his own selection 
of hydrangeas will be looking their best. Ashwood 
Nurseries, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE. 
Tel 01384 401996, ashwoodnurseries.com 
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Hydrangea arborescens ‘Bourtty. 


dig in news 
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barefoot walking trails, relax in the gin and 
tonic garden (weekends only), discover 
plants with medicinal properties displayed 
‘ina bed the shape of a nunalleetiy climb 
Kew’s iconic 50-metre high pagoda, open 
to the public for the first time in eight 
years, or you could catch one of the weekly 
herbal remedy workshops. Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew. Tel 020 8332 5655, kew.org 


Kew’s pagoda was first 

opened in 1762 providing 
panoramic views of the gardens 
and London beyond. 
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Chenies, Buckinghamshire WD3 6EP (M25 — J18 — A404 towards Amersham) 


Sunday 20th July 2014 - 10am to 5pm 


Visit the charming Plant & Garden Fair in the grounds of the 
Historic Manor House. 
75 Specialist Nurseries from around the country. 


Light Refreshments 
The Manor House will be open from 2pm (extra £4) 
The Plant entrance: Adults £8 — Children 5-15yrs £4 
Prices include Manor Gardens 


Free Car Parking 
House & Garden Open every Wednesday & Thursday 2-5pm 
Winner of a Historic House & Christie's Garden of the Year 


01494 762888 
www.cheniesmanorhouse.co.uk 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2014: 3 Sept 

2015: 6 May, 20 May 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2014: 21 Sept 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 


Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2014: 16 Sept 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2014: 18 Sept 


VENETO AND LAKE GARDA 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Padua, 
Villa Pisani and Verona 

2014: 16 Sept 


Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa Ses 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 

@) Ale. +r iad ‘ABTA 


PED fen) the Tevel Association 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk Crxperesscons 


Diary 


The final lecture in Oxford Botanic Garden's summer series 
looks at the unique habitat and rare plants of the Avon Gorge. 
3 July, 6.30pm, £8. Daubeny Lecture Theatre, The University 
of Oxford Botanic Garden, Rose Lane, Oxford OX1 4AZ. 

Tel 01865 286690, www.botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk 


An intriguing exhibition of sculpture set in the glorious 
gardens of Knebworth. 9 July — 31 August, included in garden 
ticket price £9. Knebworth House, Hertfordshire SG1 2AX. 
Tel 01438 812661, knebworthhouse.com 


Celebrating British flowers with floral displays, workshops 
food and more. 12-13 July, 10.30am-4pm. Normal admission 
applies. Hanbury Hall, School Road, Hanbury, Droitwich Spa, 
Worcestershire WR9 7EA. nationaltrust.org.uk. Book 
floristry workshop for £35 on 01527 821214. 


Painting sessions open to all. Garden highlights for July 
include sweet peas and cottage garden perennials. Sessions 
are run by local artist Maureen Smith. Dates are ongoing and 
include 17 and 31 July, £7.50 per session. Kelmarsh Hall and 
Gardens, Kelmarsh, Northampton, Northants NN6 OLY. 

Tel 01604 686543, kelmarsh.com 


80 varieties of cherry on display along with tastings, orchard 
tours, local food producer stalls and a ‘spitacular: 19-20 July, 
£8 adult, £4 child. Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, Faversham, 
Kent ME13 8XZ. Tel 01795 536250, brogdalecollections.co.uk 


This year’s speakers include Jonathon Jones, the garden 
director of Tregothnan Estate, the only place in Britain to grow 
and produce tea. 24-27 July. Port Eliot, St Germans, Saltash, 
Cornwall PL12 5ND. porteliotfestival.co.uk 


Learn how to attract bees to your garden with this tour of 
Woburn Abbey’s Long Borders. 27 July, adults £8. Woburn 
Abbey and Gardens, Woburn, Bedfordshire MK17 9WA. Book 
on 01525 290333 or email studydays@woburn.co.uk 


Talks on attracting pollinators and offers on pots. 26 July, 
10am-5pm, free but please book in advance. Whichford 
Pottery, Whichford, Nr Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire 
CV36 5PG. Tel 01608 684416, whichfordpottery.com 


dig in news 


An early foray into television 
gardening for BBC Nationwide. 
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Reflecting on a life in gardening 
In acareer spanning 50 years, Alan Titchmarsh has become a familiar 
figure on our television screens and he is now increasingly involved in 
promoting horticulture to the next generation. He is also the name 
behind the Garden Museum's latest exhibition Alan Titchmarsh: 50 
Years of Gardening, in which he chooses 101 objects, including tools, 
art and ephemera, that convey a personal history of modern gardens 
and gardening. Until end of August. Garden Museum, Lambeth Palace 
Road, London SE1 7LB. Tel 020 74.01 8865, gardenmuseum.org.uk 


BOOK 
Essential read 


The RHS Plant Finder 2014 is 
available now and contains 
more than 3,800 new plants 
to add to its 70,000 strong 
list. The inclusion of even 
more nurseries from across 
the UK and Ireland means 
that itremains an indispensable 
companion for any gardener 
searching for plants to buy. 
£15.99, available from most 
bookshops and online at 
rhs.org.uk/shop 


OVER 70,000 PLANTS AND WHERE TO BUY THEM 


GARDENER'S TREAT 
Taste of summer 


Get ready for those summer picnics with this range of chutneys from 
upmarket grocer Melrose and Morgan. Available at their Primrose 
Hill and Hampstead stores or via their website, the gift set contains 
Gardeners’ Relish (Spicy pickled courgettes), Beetroot and 
Horseradish and Curried Peach. £11.85. melroseandmorgan.com 


- 
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Centaurea atropurpurea 

‘The fat buds emerging above'the intricately cut grey 
leaves are so beautifully patterned with shiny dark- 
edged, overlapping scales that there seems almost no 
need for any flowers. But soon the top of the bud is 
forced open by the dark, wine-ted thistle flowers 
Spreading outwards like a stain of blood. Flowering 
all through July and August, they add a touch of 
drama to the garden. 


Height 1m. 
Growing conditions Sunny Spot with good drainage. 

Hardiness USDA 5a-9b'. | “ 
Origin The Balkans. >| YY, 
Season of interest July — August. 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath 
specialplants.net 


lochroma australe 

I bought this as a conservatory plant 
many years ago. It was nice enough, but 
after a few years it had grown far too big 
and I had to chuck it out. I planted it in 
the garden for one last summer of glory, 
and it has never looked back. Fifteen 
years later it is a three-metre shrub, 
sailing through the hardest of winters 
without a qualm. In June and July the 
undersides of every branch drip with 
deep-purple bells like tiny Datura 
flowers, replaced in autumn with 
seedheads like green marbles. AGM* 


Height 2.5-3m. 

Growing conditions Sunny spot with 
reasonable drainage. 

Hardiness USDA 8a-11. 

Origin South America. 

Season of interest June — July. 


July plants 


There are so many great plants for high summer that it’s hard to know where 
to start, but Derry has managed to narrow her choice to ten favourites 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Agrostemma githago 

‘Ocean Pear!’ 

A pure-white corncockle with the faintest 
brown lines stippled down the centre of 
each petal. Corncockles were lovely weeds 
of cornfields before herbicides put paid 

to their life cycle. We now grow them as 
ornamental hardy annuals. This one has 
extra big flowers that waft about on long, 
slender stems. Best tucked in among other 
plants, otherwise it can look lanky and flop 
a bit. Ravishing with grasses. A wonderful 
cut flower. Unfortunately, it does not self 
sow for me, but easy to grow from seed. 


Height 80cm. 

Growing conditions Sunny with good 
drainage; not rich soil. 

Hardiness USDA 4a-10b. 

Origin UK. 

Season of interest July. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Clematis x durandil 

A herbaceous clematis that does not climb 
but if supported well will clamber. A bit of 
a handful — happy to straggle two metres in 
any direction — but infinitely rewarding, 
producing showers of big, deep-blue- 
purple flowers month after month. Books 
tell you to grow it through a shrub but you 
never see the flowers that way. Best with 
plenty of sun and a support of its own that 
you can keep tying it back into. It will grow 
up to 2m and then cascade back down, 
covered in flowers. AGM. 


Height 1.5-2.5m. 

Growing conditions Good soil in sun or 
light shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Origin A 19th-century hybrid of 

C. integrifolia and C. lanuginosa. 
Season of interest June — September. 
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Freesia laxa 

A tiny iris relative, previously called 
Anomatheca laxa. It looks like a little 
Sisyrinchium until it begins to bloom, 
when the red flowers open to show 

a darker red central blotch. After flowering, 
fat, green seed pods form and eventually 
split open to reveal bright-red, shiny seeds 
like a pomegranate. They self seed 
profusely in my gravel garden, bulking up 
fast, but are easy to pull out if you get too 
many. The self-sown seedlings bloom the 
following year, but if you sow your seed in 
spring they bloom the same year. 


Height 15-20cm. 

Growing conditions Sun and very 
good drainage. 

Hardiness USDA 8a -10b. 

Origin Southern Africa. 

Season of interest July — August. 


Places 
to visit 


Derry sharessomeofher  . 

. its own character, one 
favourite places to see magnificent display following 
plants at their best. another as the seasons 


change. Open 12pm-5pm 
Fridays, Sundays and Bank 
Holidays. Easter until August. 
Wollerton, Market Drayton, 
Shropshire TF9 3NA. Tel 
01630 685760, 
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Wollerton Old Hall is four 
acres of intensively gardened 
heaven. The happiest of 
plants in the happiest of 
combinations. Each area with 


Fapaver somniferum 
‘Lauren's Grape’ 

These big, sumptuous, silky bowls of deep 
purple are probably my favourite opium 
poppies. Designer Lauren Springer spent 
years removing all the opium poppies that 
werer't deep purple from her garden. When 
they have only themselves to cross with they 
come almost entirely true. Best sown in pots 
or in situ to avoid disturbing the root. If you 
want to grow more than one colour, you'll 
either have to remove all seedheads and sow 
fresh every year or resign yourself to the 
colours mixing and muddying back towards 
the wild, lavender opium poppy. 


Height 90cm-1.2m. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 7a-10b. 

Origin Species from Asia, bred in USA. 
Season of interest June — July. 


Wollerton Old Hall. 


JOHN GLOVER / ALAMY. 


Phlox paniculata 

Blue Paradise 

By far and away my favourite phlox. On 
warm summer evenings its scent drifts 
across the garden, and at dusk its lavender- 
blue flowers seem to get bluer and bluer as 
the light slowly fades. They’re almost purple 
at midday. Cutting back some of the stems 
by a third in May will extend blooming and 
make for sturdier plants. Selected by the 
great plantsman Piet Oudolf, it’s remarkably 


mildew resistant. Divide your plants every 
three or four years to renew them. 


Height 90cm-1.2m. 

Growing conditions Sun or part shade; 
good soil, not too dry. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
Origin Species from USA, bred in 

the Netherlands. 

Season of interest July — August. 


wollertonoldhallgarden.com. 
Scampston Walled 
Garden is an enormous 
18th-century walled garden 
recently replanted by Piet 
Oudolf. You walk round the 
entire garden in a narrow, 
densely hedged alley way 
admiring at close range a 
collection of rare plants, then 
suddenly you turn a corner 
and a breathtaking zig-zag of 
grasses takes you out into the 
huge central space. A modern 


Salvia ‘Amistad’ 

This cultivar, which was found by plant 
expert Rolando Uria in an Argentinian 
garden — amistad means friendship in 
Spanish — became the best salvia in my 
salvia-ridden garden last summer. Deep, 
purple-blue flowers sprout from almost- 
black calyxes on long, dark stems. Both 
the young plants, 1m tall, and older ones, 
up to 1.5m tall, all flowered profusely 
from July right through October. The 
vigorous bushy plants are self-supporting 
with glossy green leaves. So far it has been 
hardy for me, but we have not had a hard 
winter to test it. 


Height 1-1.5m. 

Growing conditions Full sun, good drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 8a-11. 

Origin Cultivar found in Argentina. 

Season of interest June — October. 


garden design full of 
excitement. Open mid April 
until October, 1Oam-5pm 
Tuesday — Sunday. Malton, 
North Yorkshire YO17 8NG. 
Tel 01944 758890, 
scampston.co.uk 

Coleton Fishacre was 
once the country house of the 
D'Oyly Carte family. Its glory 
is inthe garden. Now owned 
by the National Trust, it has 
the mildest climate of all the 
National Trust's gardens, 


River Tamar. Amazing 


Wildside is an 
experiment in new 


observations of natural 


sloping steeply down to the 


semitropical plants survive 
outside, so go in summer. 
Brownstone Road, Kingswear, 
Devon TQ6 OEQ. Tel 01803 
842382, nationaltrust.org.uk 


naturalism. “By allowing our 
landscapes to inform our 


plantings, | believe that we 
can loosen the strait-jacket 


* 2 


x 
x 


SAS 


% ; y 
t. 
“" 


Lhted, 
ERTS) 


abs 


* 42° 


ares 


S 


Veronicastrum 

virginicum Album’ 

The height of restrained elegance, 
veronicastrums hold their dark-green leaves 
in layered whorls giving a distinctive texture 
to the garden before the flowers appear. The 
white flower spikes surge upwards out of the 
foliage, each one densely clothed with tiny, 
white flowers. The myriad vertical spires 
look like a cluster of tall spears. It is the 
perfect crisp, white accent to the billowing 
excesses of the late summer garden. 
Dark-brown seedheads follow, extending 
interest to January, and contrasting with the 
horizontal whorls of leaves below. 


Height 1.2-1.5m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
Origin USA. 

Season of interest July — August. 


PAUL ROBBINS / ALAMY, 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Eryngium x oliverianum 
Everyone wants to grow Eryngium 
alpinum with its dramatic, big, soft blue 
ruff of lacy bracts. But Eryngium alpinum 
fades away, dwindling in all but the most 
perfect conditions, while Eryngium 
oliverianum bulks up well and just gets 
better year on year. It has almost the same 
big, blue, lacy flowerheads, plus it has 
handsome jagged leaves on stout, purple 
stems. I grow both in my gravel garden, 
but I have to replant E. alpinum every 
couple of years in order to keep it going. 
Both of them have handsome seedheads 
which stand well into winter. AGM. 


Height 90cm. 

Growing conditions Full sun, good drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 

Origin 19th-century hybrid. 

Season of interest July — August. 


that long-established 
horticultural practices 
impose, allowing the 
enormous creative potential, 
latent within most of us, the 
freedom to express itself,” 
says Keith Wiley. He is a 
genius. Go. Open 10am-5pm 
first five days of June, July 
and August 2014. Green Lane, 
Buckland Monachorum, 
Yelverton, Devon PL20 7NP. 
Tel 01822 855755, 
wileyatwildside.com 


21 


ena 
PLANT SUPPORTS 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
We 
Rural Workwear & A@cessories. ~_ request a brochure: 


Handmade in Norfolk, England. 


www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 
Se. | ; Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
b44 (0)1328 820699 ivouckicls Paras Gl itcire IGrnerear INI 
Farm House, Wig D1k, *NR23. 1AL,\ UK eee fe ce ae ee ree wee a 
4 ie? 1 Staffordshire ST10 2EG 


rriercompany.co.uk 


All weather furniture that can be used indoors or out 


With years of experience in supplying five star, hotels, spas and resorts, many people enjoy our furniture in prestigious 
locations. Now you can enjoy it at home. You can buy Verdon Grey online and at special venues only. We give excellent 
value and sophisticated practicality with our built to last, designer looks. Browse our website to see how you could 


enhance any location with our furniture. Comprehensive stocks are available for immediate dispatch from our 
Suffolk warehouse. 


LuLuLu.verdongrey.co.uk 


dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for tending and enjoying your lawn a Ss 
COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS . 


Women’s Rampant Sporting i 
Heritage Whitby Cricket La Palmathtepper, © 
Jumper, £69, 03456 049049 Pachacuti Atlanta Natural hat, £77, £59, 0844 557 3500, x 
johnlewis.com 01335 300003, panamas.co.uk plumo.com = . 
0 aa s 
trees 
a 
Bulldog Long 


Handle Edging 
Shears, £30.40, 
0800 783 2202, 
qualitygardentools.com \ 


Ladies’ canvas 


work trousers, 
£135, 0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


Kensington 14K petrol 
cylinder mower, £1,059, 
allett.co.uk/dealers/ 


DeWit hand corkscrew weeder, ‘ \ : 
£22.99, 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 


English hardwood deckchair 
in Vintage Kung Fu stripe, £85, 
01244 336387, deckchairstripes.com 


see over for more products [> 
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dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for tending and enjoying your lawn 


_ Timecutter ZS3200S 
Ride-on Mower, 
, £2,599, toro.com 


Men’s ReliefGrip 
gardening gloves, 
£29.99, 01625 261066, 
bionic-glove.co.uk 

«For reader offer see page 105. 


TIMECUTT; 
ZS S206" 


Rock-On-Edger, £24.95, 
Aftercut Lawn Thickener 01753 547790, darlac.com 
Feed & Seed, £12.99, 


gardenhealth.com 


Sneeboer lawn aerator, 
€97.50, +31 (0)228 511 
365, sneeboer.com 


Evoke Mio 
(Cherry) Portable 
DAB and FM 
Radio, £129.99, 
pure.com 


Size 5 Cricket Set, 
£39, 01732 500200, 
jaqueslondon.co.uk 


Plantlines, €47, 
+31(0)346 218 111, 
dewiltfang.nl 0844 482 4400, coopersofstortford.co.uk 


V Lawn aerator sandals, £4.99, Green Falcon enamelware teapot, 


£15, 01962 841100, bakerandbell.com 
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The new Karcher garden watering range. 
Demonstrated by Diarmuid Gavin. 


Your grass will always be greener with the new garden watering range from Karcher. , re 
The hoses, sprinklers, nozzles and spray guns are adaptable, tough and easy to 


use, making watering your garden, flower beds and vegetable patches a pleasure. 


See our online demonstration with Diarmuid Gavin at www.karcherwatering.co.uk 
and check out the Karcher watering range at B&Q. 


www.karcher.co.uk 


Baa 


KARCHER 


makes a difference 


CARBON GOLD’ 
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FOR SPECTACULAR CROPPING 


ENRICHED BIOCHAR SOIL IMPROVER, COMPOST & FERTILISER 


WWW.CARBONGOLD.COM 
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REDWOOD The Stoneworks, 


West Horrington, Wells, 
STONE Somerset BAS 3EH 
—— FOLLY & GARDEN —— O1749 OTT 


Hampton Court Flower Show - Stand E/107 


The Gatehouse and Tower 


www.redwoodstone.com 


Ss Primrose.co.uk 


THIS [9 CALLED AN ADVANCED CAT SCAKER, ALTHOUGH 
IT SHOULD ALSO WORK ON LESS CLEVER CATS 


377 Pest Deterrents, 272 Greenhouses, 151 Benches, 
116 Outdoor Clocks, 2881 Plants, 1147 Planters, 519 Tools, 
177 Furniture Covers, 646 Patio Awnings, 1035 Water Features 


The UK’s no. www.primrose.co.uk we 
Garden Specialist 0118 903 5210 
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urban gardener 


— 
eS 


Mulch ado about nurturing 


Urban gardener Jojo may lack the pigs to satisfy her fantasy of complete 
self-sufficiency, but she has discovered, in her search for new and imaginative ways to 
keep her soil well fed and nurtured, that variety is the true spice of the good life 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


Have you ever dreamed of living ‘off-grid’ 
in some remote and sky-filled spot? The 
reality of life on a smallholding might be 
gruelling but the fantasy of being self- 
sufficient is an enduring one. Economic 
turmoil only strengthens its appeal and 
when you add in climate change and a 
population explosion that could trigger 
societal collapse, it’s a wonder we aren't 
all heading for the hills. 

Lately, I have found myself strangely 
drawn to John Seymour’s 1974 book, Self 


Sufficiency. I may never have to wean a calf, 
mow a field of hay, fatten, slaughter and 
butcher a pig but for some reason I can’t 
stop reading about it. John Seymoutr’s voice 
is an appealing one, intelligent but with a 
bracing hint of asperity. Each chapter 
enriched by his wife Sally’s woodcuts. 

I would love to be able to follow 
Seymoutr’s advice on soil preparation but 
my status as an urban grower precludes it. 
To turn an overgrown garden into a prime 
vegetable plot, Seymour’s counsels: ‘shove 


pigs in. When Seymour and his wife took 
on their Pembrokeshire farm the garden 
was neglected, long grass and weeds had 
grown up over a mound of household 
rubbish. The two sows quickly churned up 
the weeds while Seymour wheel barrowed 
out the rubbish they turned up. The end 
result was almost every perennial weed 
destroyed, the land dug down several feet 
and ‘heavily dunged by the pigs’. 

And although I can’t put pigs on to 
my allotment I can feed and mulch my > 
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urban gardener 


“You can cover the ground with a thick layer 
of leaf mould from the woods, seaweed from 
the beach, or muck from the local stables or 
city farm — or even sheets of newspaper” 


[> garden with care. High summer 
shines a spotlight on the state of your 
soil. The growing season is in full 
swing, the sun at its strongest. The 
earth cracks and fissures, the once rich 
spring soil is dusty and compacted, the 
weeds hard to pull. But don’t despair 
even the heaviest soil can be improved. 

For Seymour (and for me) the aim 
of any organic gardener is to constantly 
increase the humus levels of your soil. 
“Good soil is a living medium, says 
Seymour, one that teems with bacteria, 
protozoa, viruses, fungi, worms and 
insects. The smallholder can put pigs, 
geese, ducks or chickens on land they 
intend to grow crops on but if you lack 
livestock you can cover the ground 
with a thick layer of leaf mould from 
the woods, seaweed from the beach or 
muck from the local stables or city 
farm or even sheets of newspaper. 

In winter mulch protects plant 
roots from cold, in summer it helps 
retain moisture and cut down on 
weeding. If you carry on feeding and 
working your land when you die you 
will in Seymour’s words ‘leave 
something valuable behind you: 
land in good heart. There’s an 
immortality worth having’ 

Last March with a cry of 
exasperation at not having done it 
years before I finally got round to 
planting some asparagus crowns. 
Asparagus loves salt, so one morning 
I drove out to the Essex coast, to a flat 
land where fields of lush green barley 
run down to a sliver of sand, the 
horizon softened by mist. On the sea 
wall is a very ancient chapel built 
around 600AD with stones from a 
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Roman fort, their edges smoothed 
away by wind, time and weather. 
Cockle spits run out into the mud 
and Brent geese move across the sky 
strung out like a line of beads. After 
some time just sitting and watching 
the waders I gathered up a sack of 
seaweed for the asparagus bed. 

Variety is the key to feeding your 
garden. Months before I had barrowed 
down load after load of free horse 
manure until my hands blistered and 
my back ached. For a general-purpose 
fertiliser I used the now well-rotted 
manure to make a ‘blackjack’. In the 
novels of Raymond Chandler, his 
detective Philip Marlowe often gets 
sapped by a blackjack (a leather 
covered cudgel). I suppose the shape 
of this muck-filled sack is similar. 

To make it you need to fill a sack 
with manure and hang it in a barrel 
of rainwater. After ten days, stir the 
mixture and use as liquid feed diluted 
to the colour of weak tea. 

Other materials I have added to 
my soil are the ground-up remains 
of the cockleshell paths I once used 
to separate my beds and more recently 
hops. If you don’t mind diving into 
waste bins you might consider spent 
hops, a by-product of the brewing 
process that makes a good mulch and 
soil conditioner. 

I took advantage of the brewery 
that has recently opened near me to 
pick up some free mulch. If you spread 
the hops around your plants without 
actually letting them touch the stems, 
the beery smell soon dissipates (but be 
careful where you spread your hops as 


they are poisonous to dogs). 


Flower power 


| can never decide which | love best, the fruit of 
the courgette or its flowers. | dip the blooms ina 
light batter made with flour, egg, lager and olive 
oil and fry them until crisp. You can also use the 
shredded flowers stirred into a summer mash of 
potato and fried courgette slices, or as a 
garnish for summer vegetable soups. 


| eat small, slim courgettes raw as a vegetable 
ceviche, in ribbons dressed with mint and vinegar, 
or sliced and steamed and dressed with lemon, 
butter, black pepper and chives. | also use them 
shredded, squeezed and mixed with ricotta and 
lemon zest to make an under-the-skin stuffing 
for roast chicken or grated and mixed with egg, 
garlic, spring onion and herbs to make fritters 
served with a radish tzatziki. 


Most of my blackcurrants | make into jelly but | 
put some aside for the syrupy liqueur creme de 
cassis. You can use it to tint champagne or white 
wine or as a refreshing drink over ice with soda. 
Take 1kg of blackcurrants, wash the fruit and 
remove any obviously over-ripe or damaged 
berries. Squash the berries in a bowl with the back 
of a wooden spoon before packing them into two 
sterilised 1-litre Kilner jars. Stop about 8cm from 
he top and cover with approx 1 litre of vodka. 

Put in a dark place for at least two months (four 
increases the depth of flavour) giving them an 
occassional shake. Strain the contents through a 
scalded jelly bag and a few hours later, when all 

he juice has dripped through, start adding approx 
500g granulated sugar, stirring well. Keep tasting, 
and stop when you think it is sweet enough. Strain 


hrough a clean muslin into sterilised glass bottles 
and put back in the cupboard for another month 
or two, shaking every other day for at least a 


ortnight. It’s ready once the liquid is clear and the 
sugar has completely dissolved. 
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The only 
aluminium 
greenhouses 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


‘oval 
Horticultural 
Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


A New Generation of Greenhouses 
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Garden Antiques 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 * 07930 576881 


@ JULIANA 


Eden Halls Greenhouses Ltd | Cheltenham UK | T: 0800 772 0175 | www.julianagreenhouses.co.uk 
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A 
PROTECTION 


Every year thousands of people put their 
faith and trust in Cats Protection when 
looking for a new addition to the family. 
Behind each volunteer and member 

of staff is a wealth of experience and 
expertise which means when you adopt 
one of our cats, you can feel safe in the 
knowledge that he has been given the 
best possible care. 


When he leaves Cats Protection, your cat 
will have been treated to a top-to-tail 
medical. 


This means he will have been: 

e Fully examined by a veterinary surgeon 

e Vaccinated at least once against flu 
and enteritis 

¢ Treated against fleas, roundworm and 
tapeworm 

e Neutered if old enough 

e Microchipped 


We also provide four weeks’ free 
insurance (terms and conditions apply) 
giving invaluable peace of mind and 
reassurance as you and your cat embark 
upon this lifelong friendship. 


All he needs now is a loving home to 
make his dreams come true — over to you! 


Cats Protection’s 


find-o-cat 


Find a Cats Protection cat looking for a home in your area. 
Simply scan the QR code with your smart-phone to use our 
new find-a-cat search tool, or get in touch on the details 
below. Thank you. 


03000 12 12 12 
helpline@cats.org.uk 
www.cats.org.uk 


gardening talent 


Marion Jones 


From starting out in charge of the llamas at Temple Guiting to becoming its head 
gardener, Marion Jones has enjoyed her horticultural journey, learning at every step 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory My earliest gardening memory was helping 
my grandfather make cold frames from old wooden window frames. 
When | was a young child his garden seemed huge. It was overcrowded 
with unpruned apple trees and a swing tied to one of the branches. 
First plant love Sweet william (Dianthus barbatus) were grown ina 
corner of the family garden close to our house, attracting birds, bees, 
and butterflies. There was always a vase-full placed on the kitchen 
table and | remember their lovely sweet smell. 

How did you come to work at Temple Guiting? | started here 

22 years ago, looking after the family’s children and 60 llamas, 
along with Robert Boodle who came to do the mowing and any 

odd jobs. Six years later Temple Guiting Manor was sold and | 
moved on to do other things (including a 2,500-mile cycle ride 
around New Zealand, which was an amazing experience). It was 
then quite by chance that | was walking past Temple Guiting one 
day when Robert appeared over the wall and asked me if | would 
be interested in working with him in the gardens. 

Horticultural influences The new owners asked Jinny Blom to design 
the garden and so | spent five years seeing how hard landscapers build 


a garden from a designer's plan. This was an education in itself and it’s 
been a privilege to have been involved in the on-going project. 
Favourite garden that has influenced you It has to be Prince 
Charles's garden at Highgrove. From reading The Elements of Organic 
Gardening, in which he sets out his hands-on approach, to visiting this 
wonderful place last summer, I’ve taken away lots of ideas on how to 
improve the garden organically. 

Three worthwhile tips for gardeners Take photographs as a 
reminder and as a way of comparing the garden year on year; keep 

a diary of work; walk around the garden with an open mind. 

What informs your style of gardening | follow my parents’ and 
grandparents’ style of growing — eating off the land from fruit trees, 
herbs, vegetables and soft fruit. | hope my children follow my style. 
What do you love most about working at Temple Guiting? | love 
sharing the garden with the people who rent the guest houses 
created within the grounds. Gardening gives me so much satisfaction, 
physically and mentally — nurturing plants and watching them grow. 

| find pruning and training plants particularly rewarding. 
templeguitingmanor.co.uk 
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__A he first time you set foot in Fenna Graf’s hilltop garden you 
might be taken slightly by surprise. Although its luscious, prairie- 
style planting and modern features feel completely in tune with the 
surrounding countryside, they’re just not what you expect to find 

around such a traditional-looking, thatched farmhouse. In truth 
the garden took Fenna by surprise too. When she moved here 20 
years ago, with her husband and three children, her plan was to 
create a traditional cottage garden, much like the one she 
remembered from childhood visits to her grandparents. 

“To begin with I was on a steep learning curve,’ admits 


Fenna, who found herself not only needing to clear battered ewes Drain = ‘eee 


%. 3 
im, 


lawns and marshy areas full of sorrel, nettles and rushes, but 
having to battle the elements as well. The numerous cuttings of 
rudbeckias, asters and delphiniums she’d received as gifts either 
proliferated wildly or died because the soil was too wet. But once 
she had converted a damp hollow into a pond — which had the 
added benefit of helping dry out other areas — the garden slowly 
started to take shape. Roses, including ramblers and several 
David Austin cultivars, arrived by the van load, bringing new life 
to gnarled fruit trees and creating a cottage garden feel. 

However, Fenna soon realised that maintaining her rose-filled 
garden to a high standard over a long period was going to be too 
much work on her own and she began to look for an alternative. 
Inspiration came from her native Netherlands. Several years earlier 
she’d visited Piet Oudolf’s garden in Hummelo and had loved the 
way the different grasses brought the garden alive in late summer. 
She took the brave decision to re-design her garden bed by bed. 

Out went the masses of roses, phlox and hydrangeas and in 
their place came drifts of grasses, including Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Gracillimus; Molinia caerulea ‘Edith Dudszus’ and ‘Moorhexe’ to 
produce a delicate veil in late summer. After the intense colours of 
her earlier garden Fenna much prefers this sense of calm. 

Nowhere is this more evident than on the slope leading to the 
pond. Here Fenna took the radical decision to replace a large bed 
of white phlox, Lysimachia clethroides, Echinops ritro and yew trees, 
which she felt had become too wild, with an elegant rill that 
descends down a slope between beds of grasses and Persicaria 
amplexicaulis. Its calmness belies the hard graft that went into its 
construction. Fenna and her team of helpers removed a 20cm layer 


Continued on page 40 [> 
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Top Fenna cleverly uses different textured foliage plants 
in various hues of green to give an underlying sense of 
calmness to the garden. 


Bottom In the seating area, pollarded limes echo the 
shapes of the clipped yew, which together with the dark- 
grey painted walls and planters ensure a cohesive look. 
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Fenna's herb garden is protected on three 
sides by buildings, creating the ideal climate 
in which her collection of Mediterranean 
herbs can thrive. “The scent on a warm 
evening is glorious,” she says. Before Fenna 
created the area five years ago, she'd grown 
her herbs in soil that contained too much 
clay and was too rich for many of them to 
do well. At this new site, however, the soil 
was mixed with gravel and brick rubble to 


allow rainwater to drain away easily, 
ensuring the herbs can cope better in 
winter. Now several varieties of thyme thrive 
in the garden along with rosemary, oregano, 
winter savoury and several sages, including 
Fenna’s favourite Salvia elegans ‘Scarlet 
Pineapple’ Fenna has used wide stone 
paths to divide the garden into four beds, in 
which she’s also planted the silver-grey 
leaved Santolina chamaecyparissus and 


Helichrysum italicum. In front of the 
greenhouse, where tomatoes and peppers 
flourish, Fenna has planted a mass of 
bronze fennel whose feathery leaves are 
topped with sulphur-yellow flowers in 
summer, followed by aromatic seeds in 
autumn. Next to this is a bed with red-leaved 
basil, and numerous other herbs in pots. 
Fenna also grows parsley, chives and dill in 
pots directly outside her kitchen door. 


ae 1 


\E hed 
| 
a 
“hd 
a 


modern country garden 


O ‘the east patio, decking made of see 
-bangkirai hardwood provides a softer 
“alternative to stone, and enhances the “a 
© surrounding light-coloured planting. 5 ee — 


ys ar = Se +15 
\ Left Hornbeam arches are used to} = “ty 
create an avenue to the east of the _| Bee east 
house, and provide structureamong =) | 


the loose perennial plantings. SS 


Fenna has created a number of areas 

in which to relax, such as this bench, 

which is positioned above the stream. 

Right Clipped box has been used 
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provide a sense of definition as | 
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> of soil from an area of some 500 square metres, and also dug out the 
rill and pond by hand before lining both with concrete. Remarkably, 
she did it all without a drawn plan. “Ive never done a garden plan in 
my life,” she says, preferring instead to simply stand in the garden 
making careful observations before marking out shapes. “Noticing 
what is there and the space. .. that is the exciting thing,” she adds. 

A sense of calm and clean lines extend to the patio at the east 
side of the house. Here Fenna has replaced the stone paving with 
bangkirai hardwood decking, and the roses, phlox and hydrangeas 
that once surrounded it have given way to ball-shaped yew and box, 
surrounded by Verbena bonariensis. A few phlox remain but they 
now share a bed with Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus. 

It may not be the cottage garden she envisaged but it is stunning 
and the fact it all comes together so perfectly under Fenna’s expert eye 
is no surprise at all. “Gardening is my life,” she says. “When I’m in the 
garden I forget everything else around me. Sometimes, I’m planning 
which bed I’m going to work on even before I get up in the morning. 


I can work outside for up to 12 hours and feel completely happy.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Sprangsrade, 24326 Ascheberg, Germany. 

Tel + 49 4526 1235. 

Website grafgarten.de 

Open Thursdays, 2-6pm, 29 May — 28 August (excluding 10 July), 
and first Sunday of the month, 1Oam-5pm, June — August. €3. 
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of Fenna’s 
favourite plants 


1 Verbena bonariensis 
Wonderful at attracting bees and butterflies, the delicate 


clusters of purple flowers, held on tall thin stems, hover above 
the grasses, helping to soften the formality of the clipped box. 
1.2m. AGM* RHS H4, USDA 7a-10bt. 


2 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ 
Fenna describes this as the “graphically expressive” miscanthus. 
It remains upright even in the rain. 1.3m. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


3 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Blackfield’ 

Ideal for creating impact in a large area, this cultivar has partic- 
ularly intense coloured spikes, which flower over a long period. 
1.2m. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Alba’ 

Distinguished by their lightness, the white flower spikes of this 
cultivar appear golden in sunshine and work well with grasses. 
1.2m. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


5 Phlox paniculata ‘Pax’ 
This pure white phlox is robust and highly resistant to mildew. 
Its flowers have a wonderful scent. 1m. RHS H4, USDA 4a-9a. 


6 Panicum virgatum ‘Heiliger Hain’ 

For Fenna this is one of the most beautiful grasses ever: 
itis light and transparent, has a beautiful colour and does 
not spread quickly. 80cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


7 Ocimum basilicum var. purpurascens x 

O. kilimandscharicum 

A robust basil with attractive purple leaves and flowers. Fenna 
has planted it in many locations in the garden and enjoys its 
beautiful scent. It is also very attractive to bees. 60cm. RHS H1. 


8 Astrantia major 

This fits well among the natural planting. Fenna cuts 
it back as soon as the flowers no longer looks quite 
so fresh, allowing it to flower for a second time. 
50cm-1m. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


9 Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Schloss Wackerbarth’ 

This hydrangea is characterised by having three colours. 

In the centre of each blossom there is a star-shaped purple eye, 
while the bracts alternate between green and pink. 

1.2m. RHS H3-4, USDA 6a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Pam Lewis has revised her entire approach to gardening at 
Sticky Wicket in Dorset. The result is an inspirational ‘happy chaos’ brimming 
with wild flowers and humming with insects 
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In brief 

Name Sticky Wicket. 

Points of interest Wild flower meadow, 
Fruit Forest and Nectar Garden. 

Where Near Dorchester, Dorset. 

Size Five acres. 

Soil Fertile loam over clay. 

Climate Warm summers and mild winters 
with no particular extremes. 


s we follow a sun-warmed 
mown path, Pam Lewis grins: “I’m thrilled 
with these thickets,” she says, pointing to the 
wavy-leaved Stephanandra ‘borrowing the 
flowers of the rose growing up through it. 
Dusky purple spires of hedge woundwort — 
“as beautiful as any orchid,” says Pam — have 
established themselves in swathes, and soft, 
silvery plumes of self-seeded Deschampsia 
wave above flat-topped ground elder. 

The deschampsia forms a weed- 
suppressing matrix among which only the 
toughest plants survive. “It works brilliantly: 
when the plants blow themselves out in the 
middle, we dig them out and plant perhaps 
ox-eye daisies in their place. But what ’m 
really proud of is my ant hill... It takes 
35,000 meadow ants to feed a family of 
green woodpeckers. I just put a log on a path 
— grass, soil and log is all you need.” 

Sticky Wicket garden opened in 1986, 

a pioneering attempt by Pam and her late 
husband, Peter, to create a wildlife friendly 
garden that looked wonderful. Frustrated by 
early attempts at gardening for others and 
reacting badly to bare rose beds “like 
graveyards’, she was energised by a garden 
design course with John Brookes. “A few 
weeks was a gift for life,” says Pam. Further 
inspiration came from environmentalist 
Chris Baines and colourist plantsmen 
Sandra and Nori Pope. 

The results were extraordinary. As well 
yes Bai : as enveloping the original house with 
cotoneasters, honeysuckles and nesting 
habitats for birds, the Lewises established 
extraordinary wild flower meadows and 
made the Round Garden — a wonderfully 
romantic circle of “precisely orchestrated” 
purples and mauves in a haze of fine grasses. [> 


THIS PAGE 


1 Pam Lewis in Sticky Wicket’s New Hay Meadow. 

2 Corky fruited dropwort (Oenanthe pimpinelloides) 
is specific to this part of Dorset, and is an important 
plant in Pam's wildflower conservation work. 

3 The vegetable garden with catmint, red orach, 
pastel-coloured foxgloves and opium poppies. 

The rusted metal support is from Snape Stakes. 
4A 20th-century shepherd's hut from a nearby 
farm, now used as a children’s den. 

5 Amown path through grasses, bird's foot trefoil 
and Valeriana officinalis leads to a wooden building 
housing Pam's cider press. 

6 Meadow brown butterfly in the New Hay Meadow. 
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during bird nesting. 
March to the end of August). 

2 Don’t pick up leaf litter 

Let it rot where it falls to improve 

soil structure and provide extra habitat 
for small mammals, insects and 
invertebrates. 


3 Make your lawn a ‘flowering lawn 
Lay turf free of rye grass on a patch of 
land that is not too fertile. Get it nicely 
stressed by laying in summer and not 
watering. Then sow yarrow, prunella, 
bird's foot trefoil and clover. The lawn 
can be mown when needed and flowers 
ill continue to reappear after mowing. 
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4 Weed before seedheads form 
The most efficient way of weeding, 

it reduces the spread of weeds and you 
can look upon it as ‘harvesting’ material 
to compost. 


5 Live and let live 

Let plants have their time if they look 
good or provide nectar. Rosebay 
willowherb arrived in the New Hay 
Meadow and although it is not a 
grassland plant, it is a great for nectar. 


6 Create a ‘nettle créche’ 
A patch can support more than 150 
species of insects and butterflies. Cut 
some to mid height, since butterflies 
breed and feed on the new growth. 
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7 ‘Stop the rot’ in summer and 
finish the job in winter 

Brambles are a good example — cut 
back in summer to prevent rooting at 
the tips and return to clear later in the 
year when there's more time. 


8 Love your compost 

Prioritise making it, and use to mulch 
borders to improve soil structure and 
maintain moisture. 


9 Reuse prunings from the 
woodland or hedgerow 
Use for stakes or make piles as a habitat 
for small fauna. Thread thorny stems 
though the tops of hedges to protect 
birds’ nests against predators. 


Sticky Wicket'sNectar Garden: * 
towards the Fruit’ Wood, 
' A\ 


[> Peter’s sudden death and then a riding 
accident in which Pam broke her back led to 
the garden’s closure in 2007. But the gates are 
gently opening again, to a redefined “lightly 
managed chaos” of a garden and Pam is, 
dazzlingly, back in action. 

Pam’s attention to detail is intoxicating. 
She is always collecting seed and thinks little 
of stretching the flowering period of a 
particularly fine knapweed by collecting it 
from early and late-flowering plants. Visitors 
to the garden are moved by its intensity and 
by memories of lost gardens, something I 
can understand as I stand among porcelain- 
pale Geranium pratense and the dancing buds 
of knapweed, the whole scene trembling 
with sunshine and butterflies. But beneath 
the beauty is a seriousness of purpose. After 
20 years Pam has finally established pignut, a 
small umbellifer that is the unique source of 
food for the rare, black chimney sweeper 
moth. Her reasoning is simple: “I owe it to 
that one plant and that one moth.” 

In the vegetable garden she was thrilled 
to abandon the nursery polytunnels and 
have more time to grow vegetables, “but 
because I like the companion plant 
element... it is quite hard to see the 
vegetables,” she giggles. The result is a 
fantastically exuberant, gently productive 
space, part of a well thought-out, self- 
supporting smallholding, overspilling with 
catmint, red orach, wild carrot and teasels. 

In the Nectar Garden (previously the 
Round Garden), the Rosa rugosa hedge is 


laden with hips, which are “brilliant for 
nectar and pollen — and of course,” Pam says 
smiling, “humans enjoy the fragrance”. There 
are swathes of richer colour, including jaunty 
cerise busbies of Cirsium rivulare that glow 
against soft lilac sweet rocket, but “I no 
longer lose sleep at night if there are yellow 
flowers in among the purple”. 

“Rabbits took a fancy to the alliums and 
the barley grass, so the whole thing has been 
left to self-seeding wild flowers and stalwart 
ornamentals to fight it out.” There is no 
staking, dividing or watering and the central 
chamomile circle has been replaced by an 
easily managed flowering lawn. The new 
wooden house, built, “with eaves wide 
enough for house martins — and we’ve got 
them” — nestles comfortably behind elegant 
ranks of shell pink valerian. “I feel so happy 
we've seen so many butterflies this 
afternoon,” she tells me, as I leave this 
fragrant, sun-baked haven. For Pam, getting 
the soil and insect life right is an uplifting 
and endless source of fascination, rather 
than a restrictive rule. Hers is an inspiring 


garden and an inspiring way of life. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

The garden is not open to visitors in 2014 but 
Pam is running Meadow Management 
Courses there and in Wiltshire in July. For 
details email emmamunday@btinternet.com 
Tel 01300 345213 

Website stickywicketgarden.com 


of Pam’s key 
wild flowers for 


a summer meadow 


1 Centaurea nigra 

Common knapweed is an easy to 
establish all rounder, providing 
weeks of colour and a valuable food 
source for insects and birds. 

60cm. USDA 7a-10at. 


2 Lotus corniculatus 

Bird's foot trefoil is an important 
food and nectar plant for the 
declining common blue buttertly. 
40cm. USDA 4a-9b. 


3 Succisa pratensis 

Devil's bit scabious is a joyful plant, 

a special food source for the very rare 
marsh fritillary butterfly. 

70cm. USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Geranium pratense 

Meadow cranesbill is a glamorous 
addition to the meadow and is also 
attractive to bees. 80cm. USDA 4-9b. 


5 Leucanthemum vulgare 

Ox-eye daisy is a pioneering species 
that is often prolific in newly created 
meadows but gradually diminishes as 
a more permanent plant community 
develops. 70cm. USDA 3a-10b. 


6 Rumex acetosa 

Sorrel is a food plant for the Small 
Copper butterfly. | love the way it 
glows in sunlight. 80cm. USDA 3a-7b. 


7 Lychnis flos-cuculi 

Ragged robin is a plant struggling 
to survive in the wild because of 
modern farming techniques. The 
flowers have an endearing fragility. 
75cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


8 Rhinanthus minor 

Yellow rattle is a pretty plant and 
useful in meadow management as 
it is Semi-parasitic on grasses. 
50cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


9 Vicia cracca 

Tufted vetch scrambles into hedges 
and, as well as being a very pretty 
grassland component, it is often 
visited by colourful day-flying 
burnet moths. 2m. 


+ Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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In the third of her series on container planting, Kristy Ramage picks light and . 
airy combinations to bring a little midsummer magic to your pots 
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Midsummer light dream 


The elegant flowers of Pelargonium sidoides deserve your full attention. They are a very 
unusual, dark magenta, held on long, delicate stems. However, these beautiful flowers are 
small, and for the planting to work at a distance, it needs a floriferous partner. I've combined 
it with Nepeta racemosa ‘Amelia, which, with its profusion of soft, palest pink flowers, becomes 
a foil for the star of the show. Both plants have silvery grey foliage and the felted leaves of the 
Nepeta are very aromatic. I added Origanum majorana (sweet marjoram) too, for a more 


complex mix of scents. It has tiny, round heads and pale-green leaves held on more upright 
stems, that weave well through the other plants and inhabit any gaps. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 

These three plants like to see the sun and need 
very good drainage so add a few handfuls of 
grit to some good-quality compost (| used 
John Innes No 2). If you mulch the top with grit 
too it stops the surface from drying out and 
helps these sun-loving plants really bake. A 
native of South Africa, you would expect the 

P sidoides to keel over in our cold, wet winters, 
but surprisingly mine survive outside in 
wettest Wales (but give protection or take 
cuttings to be sure). The Nepeta is fully hardy 
and the Origanum also survived, although it is 
worth growing more from seed every year. 


Container 

| made the inner part of this trough from 
discarded wooden pallets and then attached 
reclaimed roofing slates to the outside using 
a water-resistant adhesive. Overshooting 
the front and back slate at the ends is an 
easy way to avoid difficult corners. Line the 
wooden box with black plastic, perforated 

at the base, to increase the life of the wood. 
A bigger version would be great with the 
larger-leafed and peppermint-scented 
Pelargonium tomentosum or even 
Pelargonium papilionaceum, which has huge, 
lemon-scented leaves and pretty, pink flowers. 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Origanum majorana (sweet 
marjoram, knotted marjoram) 
Half-hardy, summer perennial. 
30cm. USDA 6b- 11". 

2 Pelargonium sidoides 
Flowers from May to November. 
25-40cm. USDA 9-11. 

3 Nepeta racemosa ‘Amelia’ 
Flowers all summer into autumn. 
60cm. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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Lemon and spice 


I once saw a single Pelargonium ‘Ardens in a pot in a lime-washed niche in the garden at 


Tintinhull in Somerset, and it has haunted me ever since. It has a curious magnetism — the 


tonal markings on the petals (darkest brown on blood red) give it a spicy glow. To explain the 
appeal of this plant, look at the Vermeer painting Girl with a Red Hat and you'll see this same 
dark brown with intense vermillion enhanced by red lake pigment. It is the greatest treat to 
have these plants at home at last. I put up a table just outside our kitchen window so I can gaze 
on them as often as possible. With the freshness of the Aloysia citrodora (lemon verbena) they 
Just sing and nothing more is needed. I think many of us are often justly nervous of using red, 


but if you can use it with a light touch, it brings a real excitement to the garden. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 

Pelargonium ‘Ardens'’ is tender, so bring it out in 
early summer, and feed at least once a week 
with a potash-rich, liquid fertiliser (the type 
sold for tomatoes is ideal) to encourage 
flowering. The leaves form an attractive rosette 
at the base, while the flowers rise elegantly 
above on fresh, green stems. Aloysia citrodora 
is a frost-hardy, deciduous shrub that 
produces tiny, white flowers in summer and 
has lemon-scented leaves from which you can 
make a delicious drink. Although it can look 
unpromising in spring, you'll find fresh growth 
emerging by May. In the second year give it 


50 


space if possible, and it may eventually make 
a substantial shrub. Both plants prefer full 
sun but cope with partial shade. 


Container 

It's useful to be able to move these plants 
around the garden. Place them on tables for 
parties, or by doors or outside windows when 
they are in their full glory. Galvanised florists 
buckets are ideal for this purpose, They're 
lightweight yet large enough that they won't 
easily dry out, especially if you use loam-based 
rather than peat-based compost. Drainage 
holes in the bottom are essential. 


Plants 

1 Aloysia citrodora 
Lemon verbena is a frost-hardy, 
deciduous shrub that produces 
tiny, white flowers in summer. 
50cm in pots, up to 3m in ground. 

2 Pelargonium ‘Ardens’ 
Flowers April to September. 
30-50cm. AGM*. 


* Many thanks to Derry Watkins at 
Special Plants for the loan of these 
mature Pelargonium ‘Ardens: 
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Butterflies and flashbacks 


A perfect July should have sun-filled days, and swaying, billowing Gaura on the terrace. 


Gaura is such a reliable plant for a pot we can’t possibly leave it out. Given sun, it flowers for 


a long period (frequently June to November) and even tolerates dry soil. This one is Gaura 
lindheimeri Karalee White (= “Nugauwhite’), a traditional, tall cultivar, but you could also try 
the slightly shorter but aptly named ‘Whirling Butterflies’ or “The Bride’ which have the same 
airy habit. In the kitchen garden, I’ve been trying a cultivar of Calendula called ‘Flashbacks. 
With their pale faces and pinky orange backs they fit well with Gaura, in a bleached out, 
gentle, July way. The brown centres pick up on the brown in the pot, an old cast iron urn 


with as much paint removed as my scraper could manage. 


How to achieve the look 


Cultivation and care 

Gaura is a short-lived perennial, but will survive 
the winter in a sheltered spot. When you 
prepare the soil it’s worth adding some well- 
rotted, garden compost, it will help the plants 
sustain their long-lived display, but they're 
remarkably unfussy, and only the Calendula 
needs deadheading. | grew these from seed, 
and selected the pinky backed ones once in 
flower, but you could also try Calendula ‘Bronze 
Beauty’ from Special Plants, which all have 
pale-cream faces and pinky bronze backs, 
beautiful for picking for a vase too. 


Container 

Cast iron urns and vases often turn up in 
antique shops and auctions. They're invariably 
caked in layers of paint, but if you scrape it off, 
the old iron is rather beautiful. | even like it 
when the paint clings to the pitted surface 

and you have a mottled finish, especially if 

the planting can echo any colour that remains. 
The urn shape can leave you a little tight for 
soil space, but as Gaura grows ina 
vase-shaped clump it is the ideal choice. 


+ Turn to page 104 for our offer on pelargoniums, 


including P. sidoides and P. ‘Ardens’ mentioned above. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Calendula officinalis ‘Flashbacks’ 
Flowers May to September. 
75cm. 

2 Gaura lindheimeri Karalee 
White (= ‘Nugauwhite’) 
Flowers June to November. 
90cm-1m. 


Suppliers 

Fibrex Nurseries 

Tel 01789 720788, fibrex.co.uk 
Jekka’s Herb Farm 

Tel 01454 418878, 
jekkasherbfarm.com 

The Real Seed Company 

Tel 01239 821107, realseeds.co.uk 
Special Perennials 

Tel 01270 811443/07716 990695, 
specialperennials.com 

Special Plants 

Tel 01225 891686, specialplants.net 
Woottens of Wenhaston 

Tel 01502 478258, 
woottensplants.com 
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lough they will tolerate light shade. 
more bombproof than others. 


- 


Ve Tae 


—_— 
Te a Tk 
if - 


ae i ) ’ 
Ma 


understated English garden, but their origins lie in 
North America and their colours range from 
snow whites to eye-popping pinks 


These delicate blooms seem the epitome of 


WORDS VAL BOURNE PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


— 
®* PANICULATA ‘DAVID’S LAVENDER’ 
Intréduced in 2006 and probably 
"a sport of the American discovery 
‘David’ (see page 56) this performsm, 
from mid-August onwards, producing 
tall stems of pale-mauve to lavender 
flowers subtly eyed in white. An 
excellent addition to prairie 
planting — although hard to find. 
1.5m. AGM*USDA 4a-8bt. 


Val Bourne is a 
garden writer 
and lecturer and 
judges plant trials 
at RHS Wisley 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


plant profile border phlox 


order phloxes were fragrant 
B Edwardian favourites grown in 
every English country garden at 

the turn of the 20th century. However, rather 
like Lady Cora Crawley of Downton Abbey 
they are North American beauties through 
and through. They came to Britain in the 18th 
century and were associated with the Quaker 
botanist John Bartram (1699-1777), who’s 
often dubbed the Father of American Botany. 
They were taken up by French plant breeders 
in the mid-19th century and by the early 
1900s phloxes were also being bred in 
Germany, the Netherlands and Britain. Some 
British nurseries were listing 300 cultivars. 

They remained popular and in 1939 Alan 
Bloom’s Bressingham Catalogue, arguably the 
best collection of hardy perennials in Britain at 
that time, listed 70 under Phlox decussata, a 
synonym of P paniculata. Bloom amassed 
phloxes from various sources from 1924 
onwards when, as he put it, his ‘love affair began. 
He thought ‘Rijnstroor’ (a Dutch cultivar from 
1910) and P. paniculata Elizabeth Campbell (a 
British cultivar also from 1910) could not be 
beaten despite their age. His Dell Garden at 
Bressingham, Norfolk, is still one of the best 
places to see phloxes thriving in mixed planting. 

Bloom’s 1939 list has mostly disappeared, 
although some may still be residing in old 
gardens minus their names. One of his 
survivors is the unbeatable salmon-pink 
P. paniculata ‘Eva Foerster’ bred in Germany 
by Karl Foerster in 1934. After the war, Bloom 
went on to add some classics of his own, 
‘fiddling’ (as he always called it) with the help 
of his hybridiser, Percy Piper. They produced 
a pale-pink, aptly named P paniculata 
‘Mother of Pearl’ in 1954, plugging a gap as 
the available pinks were deeper then. This 
plant has produced a sport at Bressingham 
named P ‘Pearl the Girl a fine airy parma- 
violet to purple. Bloom also raised a fragrant 
lilac-mauve, P. paniculata ‘Franz Schubert’ 
(see page 58), in 1980, named after his 
favourite composer. He also named [> 
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[> three pinks after his Bressingham 
colleagues — the deep-pink P. paniculata 
‘Eva Cullum (by far the best), the 
salmon-pink P. paniculata “Mary Fox and 
P. paniculata ‘Bill Greer’ — although the 
latter two have all but died out. The best 
phloxes are those toughies with longevity. 

Another notable British breeder, 
Bertram Symons-Jeune, supplied ten 
cultivars a year to James Baker’s Boningale 
Nursery from the 1940s up to the 1960s, 
including P paniculata ‘Bright Eyes’ a 
first-rate performer with fragrant, crimson- 
eyed, pale-pink flowers. Fred Simpson of 
Otley, near Leeds, named a series after 
Royal residencies, including P. paniculata 
‘Windsor and P. paniculata ‘Balmoral: 

He also gave some the Otley prefix, 
including P paniculata ‘Otley Purple’ and 
P. paniculata ‘Otley Choice’. 

The real hub of modern phlox 
breeding is the Netherlands and Germany. 
The Dutch breeder Coen Jansen uses 
phloxes among monardas and other prairie 
plants, selecting specifically for mildew- 
resistance with the hybrid P. x arendsti 


(P. divaricata x P. paniculata). Three of his PHLOX PANICULATA ‘DAVID’ P. PANICULATA ‘APFELBLUTE’ 

best are: ‘Utopia’ (see right) with scrolled An American phlox with bright-green Long, purple-pink tubes support small, 
buds that open to produce, cool-pink, leaves and fragrant, white flowers. Voted rounded, pale-pink flowers extremely lightly 
gappy flowers that hover above stiff stems at the American Perennial Plant Association marked in bright pink at the eye. Lovely in 
eye height; ‘Luc’s Lilac (page 59), which is Plant of the Year in 2002 for its vigour and bud or flower and very reminiscent of apple 
shorter, reaching 1.2m but with neat heads resistance to mildew. 1.1m. AGM. USDA 4a-8b. —_ blossom in colour — hence its name. 90cm. 


of perfectly formed flowers; and “Hesperis’ 
with even tinier flowers appearing on the 
tight, triangular heads. I grow all three in 
my garden, and they help plug gaps among 
my heleniums, asters and daisies. More 
importantly, they shed their dead flowers. 
Piet Oudolf’s P. paniculata ‘Blue 
Paradise’(1995), although hard to grow well, 
is the best of the blues. P. paniculata ‘Grey 
Lady’ (1950s) is steely blue-grey with a 
white centre and this glows in evening light. 
Lalso love and grow the shorter, white-eyed 
purple P. paniculata Uspekly (page 59), a 
stunning Russian cultivar from 1937 that 
matches the height of most echinaceas. 
Phloxes provide elegance and 
fragrance. However, inner steel runs 
through the core of the best varieties. Their 
colour ranges from vivid orange-red, 
reminiscent of the brightest busy Lizzie, to 


THE GARDEN COLLECTION 


MARTIN HUGHESJONES 


silver-mauve, through to purest white. P. PANICULATA ‘MONICA LYNDEN-BELL’ ~—P. XARENDSII ‘UTOPIA’ 

They can create high drama, or they can Perhaps the finest, easy-to-grow pale pink; This late-flowering phlox is very vigorous 
float like one of Lady Cora’s chiffon even in drier gardens it does well. Foundinthe — and very tall with beautifully scrolled buds 
scarves. The choice is yours. 1970s in the Hampshire garden of the lady that open to saponaria-pink flowers. But if it’s 
+ Val's recommendations for border phloxes after whom it was named and distributed by height you're after be aware it will take time 
continue over the next six pages. Cotswold Garden Flowers. 90cm. AGM. to settle into a tall plant. 1.6m. AGM. 
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P. PANICULATA 
‘ALBA GRANDIFLORA’ 
This graceful, old cultivar thrives 


in poor soil, even on chalk. A 
pure white, with no pink flushing, 


made even crisper by green 
flower tubes, it flowers much 
earlier than most other whites. 
1.2m. AGM. 


plant profile border phlox 


P. PANICULATA ‘FRANZ SCHUBERT’ 
Alan Bloom’s lovely creation, arguably 
his best phlox, is easy to grow and the 

pale mauve-grey fragrant flowers 


shimmer in evening light. The darkish 
green foliage is exceptional. 90cm. 
USDA 4a-8b. 


plant profile border phlox 


RHS Plant Trial 


The recent phlox trial at RHS Wisley has 
given visitors the chance to admire and: 
smell 135 border phloxes. The most 
eye catching were the cherry-reds 
and orange-pinks. Among the reds 
P paniculata ‘Red Riding Hood’ had 
good green foliage and clear cherry-red 
flowers. P paniculata ‘Starfire’ (probably 
the same as ‘Logan Black’) had black- 
edged, emerald-green foliage long 
before the red flowers, but it got mildew 
badly as summer wore on. The most 
dayglo of all was P. paniculata ‘Prince of 
Orange’ (a German cultivar from 1950) 
with flowers that do not scorch or fade 
in full sun. The purple eye allows it to 
mingle with blues and purples, so it’s 
easier to place than you'd imagine. 

The pure-whites normally come 
with healthy, brighter green foliage. 
The old cultivar P paniculata ‘Alba 
Grandiflora’ (sourced from Hoo House 
Nursery) produced airy heads much 
earlier than most whites and it's known 


P. PANICULATA ‘USPEKH’ P. PANICULATA ‘THE KING’ to be drought-tolerant, even thriving on 
Sometimes sold as ‘Laura’ this Russian phlox, — With flowers the brightest purple of all, this chalk. P. paniculata Peacock White 

first listed by Gaganov in 1937, has all the American phlox from 1939 makes a real (Peacock Series) bred by Syngenta 
crispness of aman ina black dinner jacket. It statement. It manages to push its way up Seeds from disease-tolerant strains, 
flowers in August and willingly re-blooms in through other plants, and has small, rounded was shorter. This new series is widely 
warm autumns. 90cm. AGM. USDA 4a-8b. flowers, which sadly suffer in rain. 1.2m. AGM. available in garden centres, but my own 


favourite was P. paniculata Peacock 
Neon Purple (Peacock Series). 

Other stars of the trial included 
the apple-blossom white P. paniculata 
‘Apfelblute’ and a dark-eyed clear-pink 
from Peter and Barbel zur Linden called 
P paniculata ‘Visions’ 


How to grow 

+ Phloxes need both moisture and 
deep soil. Drought-tolerant toughies 
for drier gardens on poorer soils, 
include P. paniculata ‘Monica Lynden- 
Bell, P paniculata ‘Alba Grandiflora’ 
and the mauve-flowered, variegated 

P paniculata ‘Norah Leigh’ 

+ Phloxes start into growth and 
emerge early in the year so if you're 
dividing or moving them it's best to lift in 
September, to give them time to settle. 


P. PANICULATA ‘CHINTZ’ P. XARENDSII ‘LUC’S LILAC’ * Phloxes need space; they find it 

As soon as | saw this unusual phlox | wanted Perfect for modern prairie planting with difficult to push through other plants. 
to grow it. Its ragged-edged, pink flowers, woody stems topped by domed heads * Phloxes are shallow-rooted and, if 
flushed in the centre with darker purple-pink, containing hundreds of mauve flowers. they get water-stressed, mildew strikes. 
contrast beautifully against dark buds and Highly scented and strong and able to push Although unsightly, it’s not too [> 


stems. Bred by Symons-Jeune in 1956.80cm. — through other plants. 1.2m. AGM. 
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[> harmful. Keep phloxes well watered 
in dry spells and, when planting, add 
humus-rich garden compost. 

* Phloxes are hungry plants. Feed them 
every spring with either pelleted 
chicken manure, or a general purpose 
fertiliser, such as Vitax Q4. 

+ Divide every third year to retain vigour 
and if possible move them to a fresh 
site. Don't move variegated phloxes as 
itcan prompt reversion to green leaf. 

+* Phloxes are prone to eelworms that 
can split the stem and distort the 
leaves. To avoid this try to cut the stems 
down low in early autumn before too 
many hibernate in the ground, and if 
you spot it in summer cut out the 
infected growth. 

+ It's also good to give your phloxes a 
Chelsea chop in late May. Cut only the 
front stems back 22-23cm and always 
deadhead to encourage more flower. 


Where to see 


¢ The Dell Garden 
Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk IP22 2AA. 
Tel 01379 686900, 
bressinghamgardens.com 


¢ 53 Ladywood 
Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 4RW. 
Tel 023 8061 5389, 
Sue Ward's NGS garden. 


Where to buy 


¢ Hoo House Nursery 
Gloucester Road, Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire GL20 7DA. 
Tel 01684 293389, 
hoohouse.plus.com 


¢ Sampford Shrubs 
Holbrook Hill, Sampford Peverell, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 7EN. 
Tel 01884 821164, 
samshrub.co.uk 


¢ Special Perennials 
Yew Tree House, Hall Lane Hankelow, 
Cheshire CW3 OJB. 
Tel 01270 811443, 
specialperennials.com 


¢ Woottens of Wenhaston 
Blackheath, Wenhaston, 
Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 9HD. 
Tel 01502 478 258, 
woottensplants.com 
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P. PANICULATA ‘NORA LEIGH’ 

The best variegated phlox as it rarely reverts 
to green and thrives in damp and dry 
summers. Discovered by Alan Bloom in Norah 
Leigh's Broadwell Manor garden in the 1960s, 
but probably a much older plant 1.2m. AGM. 


P. PANICULATA ‘FLAMINGO’ 

Lilac tubes open to faded, orange-pink 
flowers that are highlighted with a crisp, 
dark-mauve eye. This distinctive phlox is a 
good performer, peaking in August but 
going on into September. 90cm. AGM. 


P. PANICULATA SWEET SUMMER 
FAVOURITE (= ‘DITOMFAV’) 

Bred by Huub Tonies, this new phlox shone in 
the RHS trial. Its extremely dark foliage and 
buds frame purple-eyed pink flowers that are 
held in a tight arrangement. 90cm. 


P. PANICULATA ‘VISIONS’ 

Avery crisp looking phlox with clean-cut 
cylindrical heads of bright-pink flowers with 
darker eyes, held on stiff, purplish stems. 
The dark buds hold scrolled flowers which 
bloom in July. 90cm. AGM. 
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Jim Buttress 


Despite his high-profile career, Jim Buttress is a champion of nurturing young 
talent and supporting those who work within horticulture 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


potting shed, albeit one with a sagging sofa and a counter 
A for making a brew, seems a fitting place to interview Jim 

Buttress, a man who has spent most of his life immersed 
in the growing, planting and displaying of plants. Certainly Jim 
seems at home in this one where, his attentive terrier Poppy at his 
side, he has been helping plant hunter Tom Hart Dyke to build 
up his World Garden at Lullingstone Castle in Kent, since 2005. 
There are some weeks he can only spare Tom one or two days, 
for although he took early retirement from an 18-year career with 
the Royal Parks, he’s never been busier. At 69 this holder of the 
Victoria Medal of Honour, the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
highest award, is in demand all over the UK and abroad: he doles 
out horticultural advice and banter on local radio; gives highly 
entertaining talks; he’s a regional judge for Britain in Bloom, where 
he was chairman for many years, and a trustee of the horticultural 
charity Perennial; and he’s still a lead judge at RHS shows round 
the country. Plus there’s his latest, more public role as a judge on 
the BBC’s Big Allotment Challenge. 

As he reminisces about his life with plants and plant people, 
from the early days of cycling to the allotment with his father, who 
worked for EA Bowles as a lad but was not allowed to follow a 
career in horticulture, to his first job at a Surrey nursery aged 16, 
and then a two-year training at Wisley Gardens, it’s clear that Jim 
is a straight-talking man of strong likes and dislikes. He’s also a 
fiercely loyal friend and colleague and mentor of young gardeners 
and a believer that ‘if you're going to do a job, do it properly. 

His perfectionism was instilled in him by his first employer, 
Bill Fuller, who ran a traditional nursery in Purley where they 
budded 60,000 roses and grew everything from tomatoes to 
chrysanthemums. Bill took him to his first Chelsea but it was as a 
student at Wisley, where he found himself the only one with no 
prior qualifications, that he got his first taste of making a show 
garden — a Japanese garden for which they lifted mature 
rhododendrons and azaleas from the ground. It was several years 
later, when he became Superintendent of Greenwich Park, that he 
returned with a team of apprentices to make a succession of 
winning show gardens including a Gertrude Jekyll-inspired one. 

This was the golden era of the Royal Parks, with a first rate 
training scheme, budgets for elaborate bedding and the highest 
standards of maintenance. When the parks were privatised, Jim 


reluctantly took his leave. But his second career followed swiftly 
with an invitation to become an RHS judge on the Floral A 
committee. At his first show at Vincent Square he objected 
forcefully to a proposal to award a medal to a particular stand 
which, he could see, was riddled with leaf miner. Committee 
members were momentarily stunned by his outspoken views, but 
soon realised they had a pro in their midst. Four years later he had 
become a chairman of the judging panel, a role he still fulfils 
wearing his customary bowler hat. “I'm a traditionalist,” he explains, 
“T hate people who destroy something that’s been there for 100 years.” 

Although through his many years of exhibiting and judging 
at shows he has rubbed shoulders with the great and the good of 
horticulture, Jim is keenly aware the profession can be a tough one 
for many working in it, and in his role as president of horticultural 
charity Perennial he widened the remit of the society so that it now 
helps people right across the industry through a team of welfare 
officers and a debt advisory service. “All ’'m doing is repaying 
something that was very good to me,” he says. Similarly with 
Britain in Bloom, during his time as chairman they introduced 
an additional award scheme for the places or situations — he cites 
the old lady who sweeps outside her front door everyday and 
plants her two tubs — that would not normally meet the criteria 
for a Bloom award. 

He’s full of praise for the work the RHS is doing to bring 
gardening into schools and says one of the industry’s biggest 
challenges is to introduce more apprenticeship schemes. “It’s an 
honourable profession,” he says, “and anybody who goes into it 
knows they air’t going to be a millionaire, but you love it.” With 
that he heads off to find Tom as they need to plan a work 
programme for the new apprentice who will shortly be starting 
at the World Garden. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

This year Perennial, the Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society, 
celebrates its 175th anniversary. Events are being hosted throughout 
the country. For details call O800 093 8510, perennial.org.uk 

NEXT MONTH 

Lia Leendertz — garden columnist for The Guardian, writer and 
passionate allotmenteer. 
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Around her picture-perfect mill house in the heart of Constable 
country, Lucy Bartlett has created a beautiful riverside garden that cleverly 
mixes'a relaxed countryside feel with sophisticated formality 


WORDS CATHERINE HORWOOD.. PHOTOGRAPHS MARCUS HARPUR 


riverside garden 
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In brief 

Name Polstead Mill. 

Points of interest Large informal lawns and 
mature trees surround the’river that meanders 
through the garden with its immaculately 
maintained beds, a wildflower meadBi and 
new'Végetable garden. 

Where Suffolk. 

Size Four.acres. 

Climate The valley shelters the garden from 
strong prevailing south-westerly winds but 
makes it prone to deep frosts in winter. Dry 
with below average rainfall but’apt to flooding 
during any spells of prolonged wet weather. 
Soil Sandy with areas of clayrenriched by 
endless supply of manure from family horses: 


ert ‘of the rose-clad-mill 
Shase: moisture- foving plants 
i line ae ‘oF the simi oe 


Sas - boy 


hen Lucy and Richard Bartlett moved to 
Polstead Mill, Suffolk, in 2002, the structure 
of the existing garden was hard to find. “No 
one had pulled a weed in years and we were 
waist high in nettles and thistles,” recalls 
Lucy. She couldn't wait to get started. 

Polstead Mill dates from 1784, but there 
has been a water mill on this spot, straddling 
the River Box, since before the Domesday 
Book. It was in operation until 1947, but by 
the time the Bartletts arrived, the mill pond 
was sheeted in emerald-green duckweed, 
and even worse was the row of 35 Cupressus 
x leylandii that lined the riverbank lawn. 
“Our first major project was to remove these 
and replace them with more appropriate 
natives — birch, holm oaks, willow and 
dogwoods,” says Lucy. “We re-used the 
trunks of the leylandii to make one of the 
footbridges over the river.” 

The house itself was hidden behind a 
thick evergreen cushion of old viburnums. 
“You couldn't see out of the windows,” says 
Lucy, who quickly formed strong ideas of the 
feel she wanted for the neglected garden. With 
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the land cleared and new hard landscaping in 
place, plants were sourced with the help of 
local designer Janey Auchincloss. The beds 
around the house were packed with roses, 
rambler Rosa ‘Albéric Barbier’ on the walls, 
David Austin favourites, with standard 
cultivars of R. Crocus Rose (= ‘Ausquest’), 

R. Wildeve (= ‘Ausbonny’) and R. Gentle 
Hermione (= ‘Ausrumba’) and a row of 

R. Bonica (=‘Meidomonac’) fronting a line 
of R. ‘Buff Beauty. The fresh lime-green of 
Alchemilla mollis abounds in high summer 
spilling over on to the grey stone paths and 
dry stone walls by the front entrance. Clipped 
cones of Buxus sempervirens are a leitmotif 
throughout the formal garden. From the 
terrace, which surrounds the house, a gate 
leads to the enclosed pool garden. The lawn 
here is surrounded by tightly planted 
herbaceous perennial borders punctuated by 
Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’, Skimmia x 
confusa ‘Kew Greer’ and Sarcococca confusa. 
Underplanted bulbs include Nectaroscordum 
siculum subsp. bulgaricum and Allium 


hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation but no tulips [> 
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> or lilies. “We were ravaged by tulip blight 
a couple of years ago so for the time being 
we're going without,” says Lucy. “Lilies I’ve 
also sacrificed because of lily beetle.” 

Lucy’s love of soft colours is reflected in 
her favourite lavenders — Lavandula angustifolia 
‘Hidcote; L. a. ‘Munstead’ and L. steechas — 
together with cardoons (Cynara cardunculus), 
bronze fennel (Foeniculum vulgare‘Purpureuny), 
scabious and grey-leaved hostas. “We have 
over 20 different peonies but my particular 
favourites are Paeonia lactiflora “Duchesse de 
Nemours’ and P |. “Bowl of Beauty,” says 
Lucy. Sourcing unusual plants gives her huge 
satisfaction. A great triumph was sourcing a 
rare Polstead Black cherry from locally grown 
stock to replace a tree that had to be removed. 

The latest project has been the creation of 
a sumptuous fruit and vegetable garden 
reached by the leylandii bridge across the river 
and a path that meanders across the informal 
lawn. Lucy’s sense of style and colour 
co-ordination extends into this vegetable 
garden with standard currants and 
gooseberries standing like sentries between 
yellow and purple-podded beans and cavolo 
nero, and exuberant dahlias such as ‘Chat 
Noir} ‘Rip City; ‘Downham Royal’ and 


Waterside planting 


When it rains heavily the mill pond (Shown 
right) rises and often floods the surrounding 
beds and lawn, making the planting here a 
particular challenge. Lucy has created a 
deep-planting bed along one bank, which 
acts as a natural barrier, while leaving native 
grasses and rushes to support the opposite 
bank. The Acanthus mollis (1) and 

Artemisia (2) have both adapted surprisingly 
well to these damp conditions, while the 
comfrey (3) provides much-needed nutrients 
for the soil. The low-growing, evergreen 
shrub, Lonicera nitida (4), which extends its 
long, green fingers over the water's edge, 
works well with the small Phlomis russeliana 
and larger Santolina that have blended 
together to form a single yellow mass (5). 

At the back of the bed, Persicaria 
amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’ (6), which romps 
away without being invasive, and an unknown 
Crocosmia (7), add a punch of vibrant colour 
next to the elderly yew tree, Taxus baccata 
(8), which luckily does not seem to mind 
having its roots constantly in water. 
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‘Ambitiom. Away from the shade of the 
established trees nearer the house, the large 
lozenge-shaped, zinc raised beds catch the full 
sun on this south-facing slope of the garden. 
Here tomatoes bask in the warmth along with 
potted citrus and grapevines on the terrace. 
An Alitex greenhouse is the propagation 
heart of the vegetable garden and home to 
more tomatoes, underplanted with colourful 
varieties of basil. Espalier fruit trees are starting 
to cover the low walls and a grapevine trained 
over the metal pergola gives shade to a seating 
area. In true plot-to-plate style, a nearby clay 
oven is the perfect place to cook pizzas. 
“Initially I thought of the garden in terms 
of flowers,” says Lucy. “But now I can see it is 
about foliage and structure. It’s hard work 
but worth it. The best of times is any moment 


Im sitting down and cart see a weed.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Polstead Mill, Mill Lane, Polstead, 

Colchester, Suffolk CO6 5AB. 

Open On 29 June, 2-5pm, under NGS, and by 
appointment at other times in June. 

Tel 01206 265969. 

Website ngs.org.uk 


: be aoe oi 
The new Alitex greenhouse and 
custom-made zinc planters'add a 
touch of elegance to-Lucy’s latest™= 


Loose mounds of beautifully scented 
Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’ and 
L. a. ‘Munstead’ help create_a tranquil 
atmosphere on the pool terrace, 
which is overlooked by the 
18th-century mill house: 


we 


iary shapes lead the eye through the « 
4 i gate past a charming combinationgy ‘ 
of pink Rosa Bonica% ‘Meidomonac’) a 
purple ahd’white foxglovéSsredtish.pink 
Centranthis and atfothior Alchemilla Polis... » Q 
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A skilled gardener offers far more than mere watering 1™, 
and-weeding but what, exactly, should you look for?” 
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Organisation, trust and reliab 
are key attributes you need from 
any gardener that you hire. 


What work 

needs doing? 
Gardeners, and the services they 
offer, are many and varied, and if 
you're thinking of employing one 
your first step should be to decide 
what kind of work you need doing. 
Ahard-working and reliable 
gardener can do the jobs you 
can't/don't want to do/don't have 
time to do, freeing you up to enjoy 


your garden more. An unskilled or 
novice gardener, who will be the 
cheapest to employ, should be 
able to do jobs such as mowing 
the lawn, raking up leaves or 
digging over beds under your 
supervision. Gardeners with 
experience should cope with all 
the tasks needed to keep a garden 
under control — including weeding, 
grass cutting, strimming, pruning, 


planting, mulching, feeding, 
spraying and lawn care — and 
know when to do them. A top- 


notch gardener will be able to help 
you plan your garden, suggest and 


source plants and even mentor 
you, if you want to learn more. You 
shouldn't expect a gardener to do 
the jobs that a landscaper would 
do, such as lay a patio, build a wall 
or put up a garden building. 


how to employ a gardener 


Where do | find 

a gardener? 
Personal recommendation 
seems to be one of the best 
ways of finding a good 
gardener. If you don’t know 
anyone living near you who 
employs one, look for ads 
on noticeboards in local 
shops or garden centres or 
in free sheets. You could 
also get up to three quotes 
from local gardeners by 
putting your requirements 
on ratedpeople.com (a 
website of recommended 
tradesmen). Qualified 
gardeners are listed on 
thegardenersguild.co.uk. 
If you need a tree surgeon 
choose an Arboricultural 
Association-approved arborist 
(listed at trees.org.uk) who 
will be fully trained and 
insured. Be wary of leaflets 
offering cut-price gardening 
services — the operators may 
have no experience and you 
could end up paying much 
more to remedy the mess 
they've left you with. 


Be wary of 
leaflets offering 
gardening services 
at slashed prices — 
the operators 
may have no 
experienceof 
gardens whatsoever — 
and you could 
end up paying 
much more to 
remedy the mess 
that they’ve left 
you with 


Individual 

or company? 
Using an established company 
should give you peace of mind 
as they will have a track record 
that you can easily check 
online. On the downside they 
may well charge more per 
hour. With a self-employed 
gardener, the most important 
thing is to find someone you 
can trust who will do the job 
well. Various websites stress 
the importance of 
qualifications, such as the 
RHS Level 2 Certificate in 
Practical Horticulture, but as 
one gardener observed to me, 
having a qualification doesn’t 
make you a good gardener. 
Other qualities to look for are 
fitness, taking care with the 
tools and being reliable. 


employed gardener with iio 
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i req 2ments 
Whichever route you choose, ask 
for references. Even a novice 
gardener should be able to 
provide you with the phone 
number of someone they have 
worked for. If you decide to take 
on someone who hasn't been in 
business long, try them out ona 


small job first, so that you can see 


J 
r 


Many garden owners have 
relaxed arrangements with 
their gardeners, and are happy 
to be flexible about which days 
they come, especially if the 
weather is bad. But when 
starting out with a new 
gardener, either on a regular 
basis or as a one-off job, it’s 
sensible to establish exactly 
what you expect them to do. If 
you need them regularly then 
agree with them how often 
they will come. Depending on 
the size of garden, you might 
need them once a week, 
fortnightly or even once a 
month during the growing 
season. Also important is 
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the quality of their work. Expect 
the gardener to bring their own 
tools — if they use yours, and work 
regularly for you at a pre-arranged 
time and day it may become an 
employer/employee relationship 
rather than the gardener providing 
you with a service, and you may 
have to take on responsibilities of 
an employer. You could also be 
liable for any injuries they receive 


agreeing with them how and 
when they will be paid. You also 
need to agree payments for 
goods they might buy for the 
garden, such as plants, seeds, 
feeds. Some gardeners ask to 
be paid for their work in cash, 
others accept cheques or 
electronic payments and it’s 
usual to pay either at the end 
of a week or monthly. Although 
most gardeners expect and like 
to work on their own, it can be 
helpful for both the owner and 
the gardener if they meet up at 
least once in the day — often 
it’s over a cup of coffee — to 
talk through the jobs in hand 
and what needs to be done. 
With an experienced gardener, 
an owner can learn a lot by 
working alongside them. 


while using your tools. It’s sensible 
to check if they have Public 
Liability Insurance, which covers 
against damage by them to you or 
your property. Also, if you're 
expecting them to use a chainsaw 
or pesticides, or to take away your 
green waste (many gardeners 
prefer not to), you should 
definitely check if they hold the 
relevant certificates and licences. 


Rates vary according to the 
experience of the gardener, 
what you're asking them to 
do, and whether they are solo 
operators or belong to a 
maintenance company. If 
you're paying by the hour, 
expect to pay from £10 
upwards, with charges of 
£15-£35 for gardeners with 
horticultural qualifications 
and/or experience, and 
£25-£35 for garden 
maintenance companies. 
London rates will be highest. 
Some gardeners have a fixed 
price for regular tasks such 
as lawn mowing and hedge 
cutting (you can compare 
prices at local.which.co.uk). 
Ask for a quote for specialist 
jobs such as tree work (make 
sure the surgeon is qualified 
and insured). Hourly rates are 
usual for general work but 
you will be charged extra for 
waste removal and use of 
pesticides. Jobs involving 
power tools might be more 
expensive too. 
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soe one as help t three or four 
: *timés a year getting her 
*, garden under control. 


Solution “My gardener 
does the heavy jobs, which 
in/spring involves sorting 
out the two compost 
heaps, mulching the beds 


by, the larger 
sand shrubs. This year. 
= 
> ‘Fealso dug over a herb 
™\ bed, took out a huge shrub 


and cleared a broken hazel 


«fence.|-do the weeding 


though.’ This all takes 
about four hours,-and 
Fiona pays by the hour. 


Cost The hourly rate 
is £12.50. Fiona books him 
two weeks in advance. 


how to employ a gardener 


xy 


2 REGULAR 
MAINTENANCE 

Problem Mr and Mrs 
Soloman have a medium- 
sized garden in north 
London, including a formal 
lawn, which they like to 
keep beautifully tended. 


Solution They use the 
London company The 
Botanical Gardener for 
lawn care, pond 
maintenancevand the 
seasonal tasks, such as 
weeding, pruning etc. “We 
come weekly for four 
hours,-and leave 
everything spotless;” 


says gardener Chris Warren. 


Cost For this garden, 
the rate is £21 per 
hour plus VAT. 


3 RESTORING A BED 
Problem Rosemary Sexton 
normally takes care of her 
garden herself, but she was 
out of action following an 
operation and needed an 
experienced gardener to 
tackle her 2m x 6m border 
that had become 
congested. It also 

needed a good mulching. 


Solution “The gardener 
sorted through the bed, 
lifting the perennials, and 
restored the whole thing to 
order. | had complete 
confidence in what he was 
doing,’ says Rosemary. 


Cost Rosemary paid 
£15 per hour for a day’s 
work. “Money well 
spent,’ she says. 


Cruydt- Hoses seed nursery has a mission to renanulats our ‘gardens ie 
“and communities with wild fldwers, producing more then 800 er 


ch je Cruydt- ol 
yPoints of interest Nursery speciaifing inwild 

: Mlowef seeds native to the Netherlands. 
Where Nijeberkoop in Friesland, 
the northwest Netherlands. { 
Size Three acres with an additional four-a = 
production field at another location. .. 
Soil Sandy’soil. 3 a 
Climate Temperatures range fro Pf30°C in 
summer to -15°C in'wintereRatnfall 70-80cm. — 
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wild flower seed nursery 


The trial fields are used to test new 
varieties of garden plants. The first 
few rows here include Rudbeckia 
hirta, Tagetes tenuifolia ‘Lemon 
Gem; Moricandia arvensis, Leonurtis 
japonicus var. alba and Ammi majus. 


Jasper harvests 3s) ; 
seédsiof garden annual" 
Tithonia rotundifolia. 


<23*4.. - 
The. greenhouse.is used for 9 
“Browing-young plants Inspring = ¢ « 
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his is a wild place: tarpaulins are piled 

with big heaps of drying stems, mysterious 
whirrings and thumps can be heard from the 
barn and a huge humming fridge houses 
shelves stacked with envelopes, tubs, parcels 
and sacks. Among all this, a large white cat 
stretches lazily in the dust. “He is very happy,” 
says garden designer Jasper. “He has been 
rolling in the catnip.” 

These are the premises of seed merchants 
Cruydt-Hoeck, situated in the northwest 


region of the Netherlands known as Friesland. 


The business was founded in 1978 by Rob 
Leopold and Dick van der Burg to supply 
wildflower seeds to the nation’s gardeners and 
local authorities. The principle harks back to 
the 1920s when conservationist Jac P Thijsse 


began the Heempark movement — basically 
‘home parks; which encouraged the planting 
of native plants in every town. The Dutch 
were well ahead of the game when it came to 
making ecologically sound plantings that look 
good. Rob and Dick carried that idea a bit 
further and produced a spectacularly well- 
written catalogue, which is still read today by 
insomniac Dutch gardeners who appreciate 
good writing about plants. 

Sadly, Dick died in 2001 and Rob in 
2005; Rob’s widow was keen that the business 
should carry on so started looking around for 
likely successors — enter Jasper Helmantel and 
Jojanneke Bijkerk. The pair met at college 
and were perfect for the job: Jo is an ecologist 
and Jasper is a nurseryman and garden [> 


Getting the seeds from plant to packet 


1 Once the plant has been 
harvested, the seed-laden stems 
are brought inside promptly so 
they can be dried. 


2 The polytunnel is a mass of 
separate heaps and trays, and 
a good air flow is essential to 
ensure seeds dry quickly. 
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3 Labelling is a serious business: 
seeds are often very difficult to 
tell apart. Each plant has a large 
tag that travels with it all the way 
through the process. 

4 As well as the plants grown on 


site, material is brought in from 
other growers in the area. 


5 Chaff needs to be separated 
from the seed and often the only 
way is by laboriously shaking 
batches through a series of sieves. 


6 The individual seeds are then 
packaged or mixed up in big vats 
to make specific mixes suited to 
particular locations. 


wild flower seed nursery 
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his swathe of cornfield annual ‘Zinnia haageana ‘Persian Carpet” 
Mee Vaccarta hispanica will albe flowers in tones from cream 
@™ harvested for'seed. through orange to mahogany: 
: 1 


© >The nursery’s trial beds cover 
about half a-hectare,with plants, “& 9. -<¢ ‘ 
grown.in blocks: of different types: we 


“Tf we are successful we can grow more plants 
and that has to be a good thing” 


> designer. “I am happy provided that I am 
growing something: anything whether it be 
tomatoes or garden plants,” admits Jasper. 
“T also have the nurseryman’s urge to make 
everything perfect with all my plants in neat 
lines.” He makes this fit with his new role as 
champion of the naturalistic garden. 
Jojanneke, meanwhile, spends much of 

her time on the telephone advising people. 
“T hardly ever get the chance to go out and 
watch the plants grow,” she grumbles — 
although she finds plenty of excuses. 

All over the nursery there are rectangles 
of closely planted vegetation — from ground- 
hugging thymes to taller angelicas, 
leucanthemums and phacelias. Each rectangle 
hosts a different variety of plant and for 
much of the year there is always something 
somewhere that needs harvesting. Once the 
seed has been collected and labelled it is 
wrapped and despatched. 

The nursery, in collaboration with various 
off-site contract growers, produces over 800 
varieties of native wildflower seed (along with 
some garden plants). These are either sold 
separately in stylish packets or as part of one 
of Cruydt-Hoeck’s special mixes put together 
for particular situations — clay soil, wet fields, 
dry shade, annuals and even one for green 
roofs. Both Jasper and Jojanneke take their 
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responsibilities very seriously: it is part of 
their mission to repopulate the country with 
native plants for future generations. “Little 
bits of nature are so important,” says Jasper. 
“Especially when children grow up to be 
politicians.” They try to sell as much as 
possible to local authorities — “All you need is 
to find one or two crazy people who know a 
little bit and then you are away” — as well as 
smaller quantities to private gardeners. 

“Rob and Dick were idealistic hippies 
hoping for a better world,” explains Jasper. 
“And I suppose we are much the same but we 
also realise that in order to make a difference 
to the environment we also need to make 
money and build the business. If we are 
successful we can grow more plants and that 
has to be a good thing. We are realistic 
idealists.” And, along with their enthusiastic 
team, they do it with great passion. If I were a 
cat, I would be happy here even without the 
ready supply of catnip. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Address Cruydt-Hoeck, Abbendijk 6, 8422 DL 


Nijeberkoop, The Netherlands. 

Tel +31 (0)516 44 11 44. 

Website cruydthoeck.nl 

Open Annual open day only. See website. 


of Jasper’s 
favourite flower seeds 


1 Nicotiana mutabilis 

Probably the best tobacco plant, with 
candy-pink flowers in late summer. 
1.5m high. USDA 8a-10bt. 


2 Argemone mexicana 

The prickly poppy is a great weedy thing, 
but in a good way, with spectacular, spiny 
leaves and a long flowering period. 
50cm. USDA 8a-11. 


3 Malva moschata 

Musk mallow can be either pink or 
white and, as an extra bonus, the whole 
plant is edible. Works on any soil. 
60cm. USDA 3a-10b. 


4 Cuphea viscosissima 

Avery reliable and interesting border 
annual, native to the western USA. 
Sticky stems. 70cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


5 Silene latifolia 

The white campion flowers in the evening 
and is pollinated by moths. Usually 
perennial in very mild areas. Full sun or 
very light shade. 70cm. USDA 3a-10b. 


6 Vaccaria hispanica 

This is a cornfield annual that has 
been around since the 14th century 
and is now considered to be native to 
Eurasia. 60cm. 


7 Phacelia tanacetifolia 

Anative of USA and Mexico that’s good for 
green manure. Just dig the plant back into 
the ground after the first frost. Also 
excellent for bees. 45cm. USDA 7a-10b. 


8 Agastache scrophulariifolia 

This is known as purple giant hyssop and 
it’s a good plant for making tea, although 
best with a sprig of mint to take the edge 
off the aniseed. Im. USDA 4a-6b. 


9 Tagetes patula 

This is a marigold but not as we know it: 
grows to about a metre tall and is much 
more sultry than its orange cousins. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Iris laevigata ‘Richard Greaney’ a 
beautiful, sky-blue water iris, is 

one of three new cultivars created 

by John and Galen Carter and named 
after their grandchildren. 


NAMING OF PARTS 

Irises have six petals: 

the three upper petals 

are called standards; 

the three lower petals are 
called falls; and the patch 

of colour at the base of each 


fall is known as the signal. 


Ambra Edwards 
is ajournalist and 
the author of 
Gardening ina 
Changing Climate, 
who writes and 
gardens in Dorset. 


planting ideas 


Selecting the best 
water irises 


Taking their name from the Greek for rainbow, these water- 
loving plants come in a glorious range of colours and are 
easy to grow. But take care when choosing, as not every 
plant sold as a water iris is entirely happy to get its feet wet 
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here’s a lot of confusion surrounding 
water irises, says John Carter with 
a sigh. He and his wife Galen have 
spent the past 30 years trying to sort it out. 
First, there’s the term itself. John suggests we 
ignore botanical niceties and use it to denote 
those irises that like to grow standing in water, 
namely Iris pseudacorus, I. laevigata, and the 
American species I. versicolor, I. virginica and 
I. fulva. Many nurseries also sell other species 
of iris, especially I. ensata and I. sibirica, as water 
irises. Being game and obliging plants, they 
do their best, but by nature they’re creatures 
of damp soil; living permanently up to their 
knees in water, they'll eventually peg it. 
Another problem is nomenclature, with 
some irises being sold under two different 
names. And sometimes seedling irises are sold 
that turn out very different from their parents — 
the only way to be sure of an iris is to propagate 
by division. Happily, this is where difficulty ends. 
The plants themselves are easy to grow, requiring 
no pruning, spraying or staking. They’re largely 
impervious to pests and diseases, except perhaps 
plagues of slugs (although never in the way of 
hostas or ligularias), and are unpalatable to 
rabbits and deer. They flower for a good six 
weeks, the height of the season being May and 
June, and are proof against the filthiest weather. 
John and Galen first started growing 
irises as a sideline at their nursery, Rowden 
Gardens in Devon, having noticed how little 
there was available for gardeners with small or 
lined ponds. “Fast-reproducing thugs are just 
the job if you're earning your living selling 
plants,” says John. “But we did't like the idea 
of selling our customers some waterborne 
Attila the Hun. If you have a nice pond, and 
especially if you are growing your plants in 
baskets, it’s exactly the opposite you need.” 
Most irises are blue or yellow, and they 
thought it would be fun to try to extend the 


colour range. As the breeding bug took 

hold, they worked on building up flower 

size, extending the flowering period, but 
above all on breeding reliable, well-behaved 
plants suitable for domestic gardens. They 
now hold a national collection of 112 different 
kinds of water iris, plus a vast collection of 

I. ensata, including many Rowden cultivars 

of their own breeding. 

Perhaps the easiest iris species to grow 
is I. pseudacorus. This is the familiar yellow 
flag found on marshes and riversides 
throughout Europe and Central Asia, 
which has also naturalised in much of 
North America. The cultivars extend the 
colour range from chrome yellow to 
primrose and cream, and grow as vigorously 
in any moisture-retentive soil as in water. 

At half the size (around 60cm) and 
substantially less rampant, is I. laevigata 
from Russia, Korea, Japan and China —a 
species altogether more suitable for the 
average pond. It tends to bloom a little 
later, starting in mid-May, holding large, 
spreading flowers with drooping falls 
above clumps of soft green leaves. 

On I. versicolor the flowers are smaller, but 
more plentiful. With dainty branching flower 
stems held above neat fans of short, broad, 
blue-green foliage, this easy-going species is 
ideal for the smaller pond or container. The 
29 Rowden cultivars (all with musical names), 
range from magenta, claret and purple-black 
to the softest blush-pinks and lilacs. 

Finally, the aptly named I. x robusta is a 
cross between I. versicolor and I. virginica. This 
species also originates from southern and 
eastern USA, yet it couldn't look more 
delicate, with its papery flowers and 


characteristic black stems. 
+ Turn the page for John and Galen's selection 
of 12 of their favourite water irises. 
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DO John and Galen’s 
favourite irises 


John and Galen Carter, who have spent 
30 years growing and breeding water 
irises, choose a selection of favourites 
for a range of different garden settings 


BEST YELLOWS 

1 Iris pseudacorus var. pallidoflava 

A vigorous iris, with large clumps of pale, 
creamy yellow flowers. Sometimes sold as 
|. pseudacorus var. bastardii. 1.2m. 


2 I. ‘Berlin Tiger’ 

This bold, handsome hybrid is a late flowerer 
offering large, golden-yellow flowers well into 
July. 1.2m. AGM* USDA 6a- 11. 


3 |. pseudacorus var. pallidoflava 

‘Rowden Brimstone’ 

Amost elegant plant with unusual pale lemon 
flowers. The diamond-shaped falls curl slightly 
inwards, giving it a wistful air. 1.2m. 


BEST FOR A SMALLER POND OR CONTAINER 
41. versicolor 

Also grows well in damp soil and doesn’t mind 
alittle lime. Violet-blue falls are streaked with 
white, with a coin of gold at the base of the 
signal. 60cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


5 I. versicolor ‘Rosea’ 

There's a lot of flower on this dependable little 
iris — with a rosy pink colouring that is very rare 
among water irises. 45cm. 


6 I. versicolor ‘Between the Lines’ 
Exquisite, with rounded, fluttering white falls 
delicately veined in blue, and a narrow, lime- 
green yellow signal. 60cm. USDA 2b-9b. 


BOLDEST BLOOMS 

7 I. versicolor ‘Rowden Concerto’ 
Luxuriant, deep-purple, velvety falls with 
ajewel-bright signal of gold and cream, and 
large, delicately veined standards. 90cm. 


8 I. versicolor ‘Rowden Cadenza’ 

Voluptuous, white falls threaded with mulberry, 
pink tips and a lemon yellow throat. Strong and 
floriferous with outstanding poise. 60cm. 


9 I. pseudacorus x versicolor 

‘Regal Surprise’ 

Areal show-stopper, but easy to grow, with 
big curling blooms in coruscating tones of 
amethyst, black, yellow and white. 80cm. 
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planting ideas 


BEST VARIEGATED FOLIAGE 

10 /. laevigata ‘Variegata’ 

These are simply the best variegated leaves for 
the water garden — clean, bold stripes of ivory 
and greyish green — and stay looking fresh well 
into autumn. 90cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


BEST REDDISH-PURPLE 

11/. versicolor ‘Rowden Anthem’ 

Anew Rowden cultivar with broad, flaring 
falls of a gorgeous, deep, reddish purple, 
and standards approaching cerise. 
Sumptuous! 60cm. 


FOR BEAUTY AND SCENT 

12 I. x robusta ‘Mountain Brook’ 

Every part of this exquisite, early blooming iris 
is a delight, from its narrow, widely spaced falls 
to its graceful, tall standards and wiry, dark 
stems. And to cap it all, the flowers are scented. 
Unusually, it will tolerate some shade. 90cm. 


CARING FOR WATER IRIS 

“Most of the advice you get on caring for 
aquatic plants is bonkers,” says John. “A pond is 
only a flower bed with more water than soil.” 

Forget aquatic compost — ordinary garden 
soil is best. Far from liking to be starved, irises 
like a generous spring dressing of manure or 
liquid feed, and will be delighted if their pond 
is full of fish poo — one reason they're 
recommended for reed bed sewage systems. 
To protect the plants from the fish, dress the soil 
surface with stones no smaller than a walnut, 
which they won't be able to suck up. 

Don't line pond baskets with hessian — it will 
rot within six months, and the soil will fall out. 
Instead use plastic baskets, such as Finofil, with 
smaller holes. When the baskets are bulging, 
divide the rhizomes as they are just coming into 
growth in spring — replant the juiciest bit and 
discard the rest. Alternatively, plant into mud, 
never just gravel, ina sunny position, and don't 
worry too much about precise planting depths. 


WHERE TO SEE 

Rowden Gardens 

Brentor, Tavistock, Devon PL19 ONG. 

Tel 01822 810275, rowdengardens.com 
Although the nursery is now closed, the garden 
is open to visitors by appointment and on 
special iris days, see website for details. 


RHS Garden Rosemoor 

Torrington, Devon EX38 8PH. Tel 01805 
624067, rhs.org.uk/gardens/rosemoor 

The Carters recently donated nearly 100 irises 
to Rosemoor. Open daily. 
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Cop Bitsues of your favourite magazine 
or try a new one fr ise 


Simpl tasty > 
eg a 


ving 


 caesas | MEOTEVAL VICE AND VILLAINY 


to fight the First [ 
orld War? 


lame: SPRINGWATCH SPECIAL 


~~ A 
WINE ESET MOEN AT ee 


Great reasons to subscribe: 


@ Try your first 5 issues for £5 
M@ Save up to 44% after your trial period 


M Enjoy easy and convenient delivery direct to your door 
M@ Never miss an issue 


M Perfect summer reading 


OFFER 
CODE 


*The 5 issues for €5 offer is only available for UK delivery addresses {excluding BFPO addresses). For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com/summersale. This is a Direct Debit only offer where the first 5 issues will be charged at £5. 
The discounts and prices shown are follow-on rates payable by Direct Debit. All savings are calculated as a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times. The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £92. This price is for 
51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution towards first class postage. We reserve the right to limit the number of consecutive short term trial subscriptions a customer signs up for if their subscription is repeatedly 
cancelled during the trial. You are free to cancel your subscription at any time - if you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving your fourth issue you will pay no more than €5, this is with the exception of Radio Times and Match of the Day, which you will 

need to cancel before your 3rd issue. This offer ends 31st August 2014. tCalls to the number above made from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary 


& RESTAURANT. 


GRAVETYE MANOR HOTEL 


Latest design news, design ideas, design sourcebook 


NEWS COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


To the Manor born 
Gravetye Manor in Sussex, the former home of 
William Robinson, is throwing open its gates on 
Saturday 5 July for its second festival in honour 
of ‘The Father of the English Flower Garden’ On 
offer are tours by head gardener Tom Coward, 
flower arranging demonstrations by head florist 


Sue Flight, who won a gold at this year’s Chelsea 
Flower Show, and talks by Robinson's biographer 
Richard Bisgrove. All proceeds from the £15 

entry ticket go to Chestnut Tree House Children’s 
Hospice. William Robinson Festival, 5 July, 1Oam- 
4.30pm. Tel 01342 810567, gravetyemanor.co.uk 


William Robinson. 
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Gardening is a labour 
of love... 


3 


= Maintained by BALI 
contractor Gavin Jones Ltd 


Maintained by BALT’contractor 
Bartholomew Landscapes 


And a BALI Registered Contractor 
would love to care for your garden 


To find a BALI Registered Designer, Contractor, or 
affiliated supplier of quality landscape products 
near you, visit the BALI directory at: 
www.bali.org.uk 


Or call us today for information or advice: 
02476 690333 


British Association of Landscape Industries = _ . 


Landscape House, Stoneleigh Park, B A LI 


Kenilworth CV8 2LG 


r¢ Whether it be for 
edging to lawns 
paths, trees or 


flower beds the versatility 
of EverEdge products 


is second to none 


Richard Bickler, Arbour Design & Build, Hertfordshire and London 


EverEdge offer a wide range 

of galvanised steel flexible 
edging products to make 
gardeners’ lives easier and their 
gardens more attractive. 

It’s the permanent way to 
maintain neat edges for lawns, 
paths, flower and vegetable beds. 


For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge. 
It’s 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider 


spikes for extra stability. 


= Made in 
Britain 
et INVENTED 


AND 
DESIGNED 


y Follow us on Twitter @EverEdge 


for more information 


EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original, 
perfect for most simple edging requirements. 

Install it and your edges are maintenance-free. lets you design them just how you want 
Just mow over for a perfect edge. 


Please write, telephone, or visit our website : 


The New Environmentally 
Friendly Alternative to 
Conventional Swimming Pools 


Carpe Diem Common Rd 
Bressingham Diss Norfolk IP22 2BD 


If you need raised beds, 
versatile EverEdge EasyBed 


them. The patented hinge system makes it 
quick and easy to create virtually any size and 
shape you require. 


To achieve neat and 

clean circles around 

trees and shrubs, use 

an EverEdge Garden Ring, 

which is simply assembled with two coach 
bolts at each joint. 


EveREpcE 


THE EDGING COMPANY 


DOING GARDEN EDGING PROPERLY 


EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717 
Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk 


SSON; MONET GARDEN IMAGE BY AURELIE LANDET. 


COURTESY ALEXIS NOLLET, ALEXANDRE GUILBEAULT, ISABELLE GIA. 


LE CHEMIN 


QUI MARCHE IMAGE 


James Priest, thes 
Englishman.in charge.” 
of the mostfamous 
garden in France: 


Monet’s Garden 

The famous ‘paint box beds’ in the walled garden at Monet's Garden in 
Giverny, in northern France, have been refreshed by head gardener James 
Priest making them easier to read and enjoy. The beds gained their name 
because the artist planted them in blocks of colour with dark shades at the 
top of the border grading to white at the bottom. Visitors to the garden this 
summer will see a glorious tapestry of annuals, such as salvias, dwarf dahlias 
and cuphea, arranged in colour blocks inside borders of perennials. Monet's 
Garden is open daily until 1 November; fondation-monet.com 


John Lewis’s 150th anniversary 

A pop-up garden, designed by RHS Young 
Designer of the Year Tony Woods, has been 
installed on the roof of John Lewis in Oxford 
Street. Edged with curved, chest-high raised 
beds, the garden has views to landmarks across 
the capital, while a living wall section hides less 
attractive buildings. The space is also designed 
to attract insect life, especially with the meadow 
roof on the traditional bandstand. A greenhouse 
frame creates a setting for more exotic plants 
such as palm trees and aeoniums. Open daily 


10am-4pm (11.30am-4pm, Sundays). 
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NEWS 


has been launched by Craven 


College’s Northern School of 
Garden Design. This offers a 
range of fully accredited 
courses, from beginners to 

a two- or three-year 
Foundation Degree. Courses 
will be held at RHS Harlow 


Carr. gardendesignnorth.com 


$3,000 plant types,their uses 


guide to parks and other local 
green spaces in London, which Packard Publishing. The book 
hopes to encourage people to 
volunteer for community 
projects. parklifelondon.org 


of the English Gardening 


glasshouse.will’Showcase 


“and,conservation work needed : 
"to erisure-their survival: 


School, have been collected as 
part of the ‘Workshops on 
Garden Design ‘series by 


is aone-click 


covers the essentials of garden 
design, from the setting and 
structure to planting design 
and garden buildings. Garden 
and Landscape by Anthony du 
Gard Pasley, £27; 
packardpublishing.com 


,a co-founder 


Summer sunning 

For a truly luxurious and unique parasol, made from 
fabrics from the 1920s to the present day, check out 
Sunbeam Jackie's website. Makers Charlie and 

Katy Napier select their beautiful textiles from 
suppliers such as Liberty and Designers Guild and 
are developing their own range of prints. Each parasol 
is made individually on an ash frame, with stainless 
steel fixtures and a contrasting fringe. Prices range 
from £1,450 for Small (2m diameter, 2.6m high) to 
£1,850 for Large (3m diameter, 2.8m high). 

Tel 07590 019835, sunbeamjackie.com 


, Oxfordshire, 
with Tom Stuart-Smith. Tom 
designed the three-terrace 
walled garden and will be 
joined by fellow designer Todd 
Longstaffe-Gowan to talk 
about the garden and aspects 
of design, 12 July. Tickets £100 
(includes lunch). Tel O20 7401 
8865; gardenmuseum.org.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


CED Stone Group’s products feature heavily among the 
winners at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2014 


Natural stone supplier, CED Stone Group, was proud to have products featured in a range of award-winning 
gardens at this year’s Chelsea Flower Show at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 


Expert natural stone supplier, CED Stone Group, supplied 10 gardens at this 
year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show with natural stone products and paving. 
Many of the gardens they supplied won awards at the famous annual 
flower show, which is sponsored by the Royal Horticultural Society and is 
considered to be one of the most prestigious events of its kind. 


“We are immensely proud and very fortunate to have been, yet again, 
heavily involved in so many great gardens and designs. With 3 gold medals, 
3 silver medals and our official support of Perennial Gardeners Royal 
Benevolent Society this year, Chelsea 2014 has proven to be one of the 
best yet. Our commitment to excellence ensures that our clients are never 
let down, get the highest levels of service and are supplied the best quality 
and largest range of natural stone to choose from in the industry.” said 
Giles Heap, Managing Director of CED Stone Group Ltd. 


Among the garden designs that featured natural stone products from CED 
was multi award winner The Minds Eye Garden, designed by LDC Design, 
which won Gold, Best Fresh Garden and the BBC/People’s Choice Award 
in the Fresh Garden category. CED supplied all the stone elements to The 
Minds Eye Garden including granite paving, benches, wall blocks with 
various textures, and granite aggregate. 


A selection of the wide range of products CED has available was on display 
at the show across a variety of show gardens and trade stands. For example, 
Cathedral Sandstone, Pearly Quartz Pebbles and Scottish Beach Cobbles 
adorned Kazuyuki Ishihara’s Togenkyo - A Paradise on Earth garden, which 
won Gold & Best Garden in the Artisan Garden category; and Crushed 
White Marble embellished London Square, designed by Jo Thompson, 
which also won Gold, in the Fresh Garden category. 


CED also supplied the following gardens with natural stone materials: 


From the Moors to the Sea — A Celebration of RHS Britain in Bloom. 
Designed by Alan Titchmarsh and Kate Gould. 

CED materials featured: Gabbro Boulders, Golden Amber Footpath Gravel, 
Play Sand, White Sand, Scottish Beach Cobbles and Scottish Beach Pebbles. 


A Garden for First Touch at St Georges - Show Garden Award - Silver-Gilt Flora. 
Designed by Patrick Collins. 

CED materials featured: Scottish Beach Pebbles, Cotswold Gravel, 
Yorkstone Walling and Cedec Gold Footpath Gravel. 


Perennial Gardeners Royal Benevolent Society — Celebrating 175 years - 
Great Pavilion Award - Silver Gilt. 

Designed by Jo Thompson and Fiona Silk. 

CED materials featured: Gabion Cages from Gabion Inspiration, Yellow 
Quartz Paddlestones, Cornish Granite Imperial Setts, Cedagravel and 
Silver Grey Granite Aggregate. 


2 < Dwi 


With such a presence at the show, CED is already being approached 
regarding collaborations for next year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show. As Giles 
Heap explains, “We are already talking to a number of designers to supply 
gardens at Chelsea 2015, so watch this space.” 


About CED Stone Group Ltd. 

CED Stone Group Ltd. (http://www.ced.Itd.uk/) specialises in the supply 
of natural stone products and facilitates the use of stone throughout the 
landscape and construction industries. With over 35 years of experience in 
the hard landscaping industry, CED products are sourced directly from the 
best producers in the UK and overseas for both domestic and commercial 
use. 


1 Water 
management 

Hugo Bugg won a gold 
medal for this innovative 
garden, designed for the 
Royal Bank of Canada, at 
this year’s Chelsea Flower 
Show. Water is directed 
through the garden at 
different gradients and 
speeds, illustrating how 
water management can be 
used not only as a concept 
but also to great effect. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


water 


Excessive rainfall needn't be a disaster for your 
garden. With the right eco-friendly thinking you 
can put that water to productive use 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


MARIANNE MAJERUS G, , 
2 IGN; HUGO BUGG, 


GI YEMAJERUS 
RBC WATERSCAPE GARDEN, RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
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ur climate is more unpredictable than 

ever — something that appears set to 

continue. Many assumed climate change 
would simply result in higher temperatures, so the 
fact we’ve also had to cope with higher rainfall has 
caught a lot of people out. Extreme cold is not as 
damaging as waterlogged ground, which many 
plants cannot tolerate. With plants now having to 
cope with variable conditions, forward thinking 
and careful plant selection is crucial; especially if 
your garden is situated in a flood zone or an area 
susceptible to high snowfall. 

It makes perfect sense to utilise rainwater when 

it is plentiful, and divert it into the garden for use 


during dry spells. An interesting concept for 


sustainable water management, known as the ‘rain 
garden; has been developed in the USA, where 
rainwater and melted snow are collected using 
various methods including swales, ditches and 
flow-through planters. The system slows down the 
impact of the run off and reduces the amount that 
flows into land drains. Some water gradually seeps 
back into the surrounding ground, by which time 
the plants and soil will have filtered out the 


pollutants. Rain gardens have been used extensively 


on the west coast of America, where storm water is 
directed off the pavements and roads into planted 
ditches known as ‘bioswales’ It is proving to [> 


2 Bioswales 

Bioswales have been used 
instead of traditional buried 
drains in the North Park of 
the London Olympic Site. 
Planted ditches carry excess 
water from the site, directing 
it slowly back into the river 
network. The water 
movement is visible, making 
this clever design solution 
not only functional but 

also educational. 


3 Green roof 

One method of utilising the 
water run off from a building 
is to cover the roof with 
plants; this idea can be 
applied to sheds, garages 
and garden studios. The 
building looks more 
attractive and it increases 
heat efficiency by keeping 
the space warm in winter 
and cool in summer. 


A Low tech 


Wherever possible you could 
try to conserve rainwater by 
installing a pipe that runs 
into an old water tank or an 
oak barrel. If the barrel is 
positioned within a bed filled 
with moisture-loving plants, 
any excess water can flow 
over the sides and be used 
by the plants growing below. 
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5 Nature garden 

A collaborative design 
between Nigel Dunnett, 
Adrian Hallam and Chris 
Arrowsmith for Chelsea 
Flower Show in 2009. It 
was the first garden at 
Chelsea to demonstrate a 
contemporary approach to 
urban water management; 
excess rainwater flows from 
a green roof into wetland 
pools and feeds storm 
water planters. 


6 Rain chain 

Rain chains are an 
ingenious way of directing 
water from the gutter to the 
ground. A method used for 
hundreds of years in Japan; 
they can be made from a 
simple chain link or a series 
of interlocking cups feeding 
water flow to a tank or 
directly to the soil. 


7 Greenhouse butt 
Even the greenhouse 

roof can be a good source 
for collecting water. This 
water butt by Gabriel Ash 
would not look out of place 
in acontemporary or 
traditional garden. This one 
is part of the kitchen garden 
display at RHS Garden 
Harlow Carr in Harrogate. 


> be an effective and eco-friendly method for 


large-scale developments, and the principles can 
also be applied to smaller gardens. 

You could combine a rain garden with other 
means of harvesting and storing water. One of the 
simplest methods is connecting barrels or butts to 
downpipes on the house. Adapters are fitted to 
the downpipe, diverting a proportion of the water 
flow into the tank. This works equally well on 
other buildings around the garden; you will be 
surprised how much water can be harvested from 
a shed, garage or even a greenhouse. 

There is no doubt that our built environment 
has contributed greatly to the amount of water 


that floods into land drains. Many modern front 
gardens have been paved over to create parking 
spaces; so where the water would have drained 
gradually into soil, it now runs across the surface, 
often resulting in a flash flood. To combat recent 
problems with ground water flooding in new and 
existing urban developments, a series of systems 
have been developed. Collectively knows as 
Sustainable urban Drainage Systems (SuDS), 
these try to replicate natural systems to drain away 
excess surface water and allow you to collect, store 
and clean the water before reusing it in the garden. 

Ideally, if youre using any paving you should 
try to ensure it is SuDS compliant, but if this 
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really ist an option, it’s important you make 
sure the material is either permeable or porous 
to allow water to be absorbed into the ground 
below. Permeable block pavers allow water to be 
directed through the gaps between the blocks, 
while porous materials, such as loose gravel or 
permeable resin-bound gravel, allow water to 
drain directly through. If, however, your paving 
material is not permeable then at least make sure 
you lay it with a slight fall (this only needs to be 
approximately 1:100) towards the beds and 
borders, so that any excess water will run off into 
the soil and is used to irrigate your plants. 

If you're building a new home or extensively 


8 Water collecting 
Nigel Dunnett is the grand 
master when it comes to 
designing water conservation 
gardens. This garden, entitled 
‘New Wild Garden’ was 
designed for Chelsea Flower 
Show in 2011. It used two 
circular collecting pools to 
form part of a series of linked 
storm water collection zones. 


Further reading: 


For an excellent, 
comprehensive book on 
rain gardens and water 
management see: 

Rain Gardens: Managing 
water sustainably in the 
garden and designed 
landscape by Nigel Dunnett 
and Andy Clayden. 
Timber Press, £25. 

ISBN 978-0881928266 


Useful contacts 

* bgs.ac.uk/suds 

* gabrielash.com 

* gardenbeet.com 

* marshalls.co.uk/ 
homeowners/shop/ 
permeable-block-paving 

* raingardens.info 

* rainwaterharvesting.co.uk 

* nigeldunnett.info/ 
raingardens 

* susdrain.org 


re-designing the garden, it may be worth installing 


a water storage tank below ground. Water is fed 
directly from the downpipes into the tanks and 
pumped back into the house or garden when 
required. The water can be used for cleaning cars, 
topping up pools and ponds; or even plumbed 
into the domestic system. Some of the more 
compact tanks can be used in relatively small 
spaces and there is also an above-ground option. 
The only thing we can rely upon is that the 
weather is completely unpredictable, so we need 


to be prepared for whatever comes our way. 


NEXT MONTH Parking space vs front garden. 
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Andrew Crace 


English Garden Furniture 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitags aluminium labels 
with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
pencil will react with our 
specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 


oS 


Customised Audley Curved Seat 


Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 
punches & jig. 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. . gC | == 


UT 
tha 


= 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, | 
Much Hadham, | 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. | 
Tel 01279 842685 


Vv 


Gifts & Gardens 


is ‘3 
ae ae LTT 


Dior 2 Seater painted White 


dome and available in 5 sizes plus a RBS See -\ Taare 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches Garden Friends : Pheasant, Squirrel, Cats, Chickens, Fox, etc 
protect plants & seeding from damage “ 
by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be 
used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 
The micro climate inside the cloches 
promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 


x 


Candle Lanterns 
with a small tray 
inside for a tea 

light candle. 


Hanging Wooden Signs : 60 Texts 


<> 


Stone Lanels : 50 Texts 


Hatfield Table & Chinoiserie Chairs 


Made in England S$ Made from Iroko or Oak 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham 
Herts SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 
www.andrewcrace.com 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


Wooden Keyrings : 70 locations 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


shepherds huts 


Nine of the best garden retreats 
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QUALITY BUILD 
Bespoke writer’s retreat 
From £10,200, Riverside Shepherd Huts 
01527 821848, riversideshepherdhuts.co.uk 


HANDMADE IN SUSSEX 
Bespoke designs 
From £14,000, Artisan Shepherd's Huts 
01825 791402, artisan-shepherdshuts.co.uk 


MOBILE LIVING 


TRADITIONALLY BUILT 
Bespoke and self-build options 


Butterfield hut 
From £14,400, Heritage Shepherd Huts 


01929 471277, heritageshepherdhuts.co.uk 01460 929 774, blackdownshepherdhuts.co.uk 


UTHENTIC DETAILING 
Bespoke Downland hut 
From £18,000, Roundhill Shepherd Huts 
01243 811447, roundhillshepherdhuts.co.uk 


ZINC ROOF 


Classic Southdowner 
From £18,000, Southdown Shepherd Huts 
01420 487425, southdownshepherdshuts.co.uk 


FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP 
Home office 
From £17,167, Plankbridge 
01300 348414, plankbridge.com 


MODERN TECHNIQUES 
The Hideaway 


From £22,500, Blackdown Shepherd Huts From £12,000, The English Shepherds Hut Company 


01603 397777, englishshepherdshut.co.uk 


PRODUCED SUSTAINABLY 
Bespoke hut 
From £15,000, Hollow Ash Huts 
01989 770057, hollowash.co.uk 
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Events are held throughout the town, 
many of them free to the public. 


/ Once again Bergamo’s historic-Pi 
4 Vecchia is transformed into rere 


park for everyone to enjoy. 
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Healing landscapes 


| Maestri del Paesaggio: International Meeting of the Landscape and Garden 
6-21 September 2014, Bergamo, Italy 


The historic city of Bergamo in northern Italy is the location once 
again for this key cultural gathering, which sees a series of events 
and activities focused on promoting a more integrated use of 
landscape. The theme this year is ‘Healing Landscape’ with the 
aim of highlighting the benefits to body and mind of tending 

a garden, or simply connecting more directly with landscape. 
International garden designers and landscape architects 

host a series of talks, seminars and workshops aimed at both 
professionals and interested individuals, with many free events 
taking place in the town’s bars and public spaces open to all of 
Bergamo's visitors. 


ro¢g mme 

6-21 September Bergamo's Piazza Vecchia is transformed into the 
garden Piazza Verde by designers Lucia Nusiner, Peter Fink and Maurizio 
Quargnale, along with green-themed events held in the historic city centre. 


® 17-18 September Free professional seminars on garden 


and landscape design. See opposite. 


® 19 September Workshops on landscape and photography 


with international speakers. See opposite. 


® 20-21 September Weekend conference of the International 


Meeting, at the Teatro Sociale, with landscape and design experts 
discussing ‘Healing Landscape’ See below and opposite. 


Date 20-21 September 2014 Venue Bergamo, Italy Cost €110 + VAT (see website for discount options) 


Special offer The first ten GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers to sign up for the conference will receive a free pass to the Gala Dinner. Insert the code ‘accgardillark14’ 


in the Green Dinner enrollment section when registering for your place. (Offer may not be combined with any other promotion.) 


. LEONARDO TAGLIABUE 


DARIO FUSARO é 


Speakers 


Creative director of studio 
SLA, integrating sensuous 
experiences and landscape. 
Also professor of urban design. 


* 
E 
: 


Pablo Georgieff (France) 


with a focus on sustainable 
development and creating 


ee that respond as living structures. 


Mikyoung Kim (USA) 


landscape architect and 
artist whose work is an 
interplay of sound, light and colour. 


Ugo Morelli (Italy) 
A specialist in social and 
4 


work psychology, 
a organisation, creativity and 
innovation, and aesthetic experiences. 


“3 ae Stig L. Andersson (Denmark) ®% 


From design studio CoLoCo, 


Award-winning international 


Ulf Nordfjell (Sweden) 
Acclaimed landscape 
architect known for his 
distinctive fusion of ecology 


and a Swedish sense of modern design. 


Cm Antonio Perazzi (Italy) 
& 
/ As alandscape designer, 


Antonio aims to create 
mi gardens that are fair, 


ecological and respectful. 


PLUS: Luciano Guibbilei & 
Fergus Garrett (UK) 
Luciano’s gardens are 
defined by a consideration 
for architecture and art. Fresh 
from his Best in Show win at 
Chelsea, he is joined by Great Dixter's 
head gardener Fergus Garrett to talk 
plants and gardens. Hosted by GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED editor Juliet Roberts. 


Seminars (free) 

ACER bi-monthly technical magazine 
host a discussion to consider aspects 
of construction and maintenance, and 
how to ensure ongoing plant health. 
Vivai Valfredda GARDENS ILLUSTRATED- 


sponsored seminar with designer Annie 
Guilfoyle, who is joined by other 
designers and gardeners to consider 
the use of perennials and grasses. 
SOLCO The importance of public parks 
and adequate social housing. 


Sophie Agata Ambroise 
(Switzerland) 

Sophie runs a Landscape 
‘Workshop’ studio working 


on both gardens and landscape projects. 


Marco Bay (Italy) 
Marco works on both 


is landscape projects and 
Res won various prizes for his work. 


Christopher Bradley-Hole 
(UK) One of the world’s 
foremost landscape 
F & 4 designers, his gardens are 
noted for their minimalist aesthetic. 
Marianne Majerus (UK) 
Award-winning garden 
photographer 
contributing regularly 
to newspapers and magazines. 


Hinnerk Wehberg and 
Henrike Wehberg-Krafft 
(Germany) 

From WES Lansdcape 
Architecture, focusing on the design of 
interior and exterior spaces. 


"SUPPORTED BY 
GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED © 


International Centre 
for Studies in 
Landscape and Garden 
Summer School 
8-21 September 2014, 
Bergamo 


Students from disciplines, such 
as design, architecture, botany 
and photography, are being 
invited to apply for this special 
international summer school 
led by UK landscape architect 
Andy Sturgeon and Italian land 
artist Gianni Pettena. Students 
will create two landscape 
projects, which will be 
constructed in Bergamo and 
Milan as part of Expo Milano 2015. 
Location Palazzo Suardi, 
Piazza Vecchia, Bergamo 
Cost €400 
Closing date for applicants 
10 August 2014 
For an application form email 
educational@arketipos.org 
or go to arketipos.org/sculoa 
for full details on how to apply. 
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BEAUTIFUL PLANTING 
IDEAS FOR CONTAINERS 


: Pots of Style is a special edition 
GA R LD ENS featuring 44 beautiful potting 


schemes that will help you plant 
Pots of eee gorgeous containers. 
Brighten up and transform 
even the smallest spaces with 


ONLY ; te ofa Aa si iy es oe this inspiring publication. 


$7, 99 | AYA Wg ‘ i» ~~» Discover inside 
ne say vi AN, ee | ~~ * 40 best plants for containers 
wi od ™ Expert schemes and tips 


™ The finest pots on the market 
® Stunning hanging basket designs 


Perfect planting ideas for beautiful containers 


re fe ae © > + Plus— subscribers to 
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Inspiring step-by-step planting —_ Beautiful pots and plantersto | Suggestions for gorgeous plants 
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ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 
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Book reviews, reader offers, readers’ letters, crossword 


RINK: 


The Living Landscape, reviewed 
overleaf, looks at how using 
native perennials, shrubs and 
trees can provide a wealth of 
colour, structure and textural 
interest to the garden. 


Book review. 


THELIVINGLANDSCAPE @& oF 
by Rick Darke and Doug Tallamy, a hen 
Timber Press, £25 

ISBN 978-1604694086 


RICK DARKE &. 
DOUG-TALLAMY 


Ever since my first visit to the USA 
in 1991, I have been following an 
ongoing argument, at times a 
rather bad-tempered one, between 
those who would have gardeners 
grow only native plants, and those 
who want to feel that they have 
the freedom to grow whatever 
they want, wherever it comes 
from. The ‘nativists’ received a 
fillip with Doug Tallamy’s book 
Bringing Nature Home, which 
mixed science and polemic to 
argue the case for native plant use. 
Now, it looks as if at last we 


might be seeing a healing of this 


rift. Tallamy has joined forces In this relaxed ecological and the landscape American flora is certainly not 

with Rick Darke, one of the eure eno functioning for a wide range of short. The illustrations seem to 

most perceptive of landscape fringe tree species, arranged by US region. have been reproduced too dark 

professionals, to produce a book (Chionanthus The bulk of the book is taken and undersaturated, and even the 

about how to work with North ia chanen ant * up with Darke’s pictures, and front cover offers a rather gloomy 

American native plants. It looks pena pane extensive captioning, which prospect. This is an important ie 

at how ecological concepts, tothe surrounding explains and interprets each one— _ book and one that works very 2 

such as layers of canopy and Woodland. this is a real forté of his, and the well for the nature lover turned E 

understory, can be applied to book’s greatest asset, particularly gardener, but I worry that s 

the home garden, along with for non-American readers. gardeners just won't get excited. 

the all-important edges — where Trying to put myself in the 

one habitat meets another, shoes of a suburban gardener, Noél Kingsbury is a writer . 

such as woodland edge and however, I am not convinced. and plantsman. 5 

water margin. This profusely illustrated book is g 
The rear quarter of the book remarkably devoid of the colour book offe r 

is taken up with tabulated plant that turns gardeners on, and to RRP £25. Reader offer a 

information giving data on the which the immensely rich North price £23.50, including p&p. z 
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GARDEN DESIGN: Inspiration and Ideas 


by Andrew Mikolajski, 
Robert Hale, £22 
ISBN 978-0709091950 


GARDEN 
DESIGN 


INSPIRATION AND IDEAS 


ANDREW MIKOLAJSKI 


Thad to chuckle when I read the first 
line of Andrew Mikolajski’s new 
book Garden Design because it turns 
out he was one step ahead of me. It 
says, ‘Please don’t skip this chapter 
on the basis that it doesn’t sound 
like a practical chapter’ which I 
must admit is exactly what I had 
been tempted to do. Chapter 1 is 
‘A Brief History of Garden Design’ 
and I was keen to get straight down 
to the nitty-gritty, such as ‘Assessing 
the Site’ and “Choosing Plants. 
Actually, the author is right to 
detain us for a short history lesson 
because, as he says, ‘the gardens of 
the past have much to teach us, 
including some valuable answers to 
modern design conundrums. As a 
garden design and RHS certificate 
lecturer, as well as an author of 
30 gardening titles, he strikes an 
authoritative tone and seeks to give 
his readers a thorough grounding in 
all aspects of garden design. 
Although the jacket 
notes state that it is aimed 
at amateurs who have no 
previous knowledge of garden 
making, there are frequent 
references to the possibility 
of working professionally for / 


/ 


a client. I think it is garden 
design students who would find 
this book most useful, not least 
because it does require quite close 
study to get the most out of it. 
Some useful information is rather 
hidden, particularly in the plant 
choice chapters — bullet points 
and more photographs would 
have helped the more casual reader 
to dip in and out. 

Anyone planning to make 
a career out of garden design 
will find the tips on managing 
clients’ expectations — ‘with tact, 
diplomacy and gentle persuasion’ — 
useful and sometimes amusing. 
‘Tf anyone ever asks you to make 
them a chamomile lawn, try to 
talk them out of it, he says. 

Freely admitting that he is not 
a natural designer himself, one who 
instinctively knows how to arrange 
things, Andrew nevertheless explains 
the principles of it very well. He 
takes a thorough approach and, like 
any good teacher, he introduces each 
topic then goes on to provide ideas 
for putting it into practice, which 
makes the book a useful 
introductory manual. 


Paula McWaters is a gardening 
writer and editor. 


book offer 
RRP £22. Reader offer 
price £20 including p&p. 


MEADOWLAND: 
the private life of an 
English field 

by John Lewis-Stempel, 
Doubleday, 14.99 

ISBN 978-0857521453 


‘Eternity would not be long enough 
if it were composed of summer eves 
like this, says John Lewis-Stempel of 
a particularly perfect dusk in June. 
Once you become immersed in his 
joyful encounters with a host of wild 
flowers and creatures in his patch of 
Herefordshire, it’s hard not to want 
to spend time — a lifetime at least — 
in his meadowland. 

Aside from the arduous tasks of 
shearing sheep or scything hay by 
hand after his machinery breaks, the 
author breezily spends his life 
following the nocturnal amblings of 
young mouldywarps (moles), the 
savagery of shrews and pinpointing 
invisible curlew nests. 

Or so it seems. It’s his hard life 
as a farmer that means he spends so 
much time outdoors. What sets him 
apart is that while some plod with 
heads down, John spots drama, 
beauty and tragedy all around. He 
has an unquenchable curiosity for 
the natural world in his ‘office; huge 
patience and a poet’s pen. 

Once most fields were as 
colourful and wildlife-rich as his 
plot. Now we have to learn about 
what we've lost in books like this. 


Fergus Collins is the editor of BBC 
Countryfile magazine. 


book offer 
RRP £14.99. Reader offer 
price £13.49, including p&p. 
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Books 


EDIBLE PERENNIAL GARDENING 


Wildlife-Friendly 
Vegetable Gardener 


by Anni Kelsey, 
Permanent Publications, £14.95 
ISBN 978-1856231497 


Perennial Gardening 


Growing Successtul Polycultures in Small Spaces 


} 
Anni Kelsey ws. 3 
‘ = 


w “2 *_ me 


This is not the first book to be 
written about perennial edibles, 
but it is among a small band of 
fellows. The subject is perennial 
edible plant communities: crops 
that are planted once and can be 
harvested from again and again. 
Such plants are better able than 
annual vegetables to cope with 
the extremes of weather that our 
increasingly erratic climate throws 
at them, hence the subject — once 
very much a hippy, oddball niche 
—is slowly moving towards the 
mainstream and growing in 
acceptance. Two of edible 
perennials’ greatest exponents are 
Martin Crawford, who gardens a 
two-acre forest garden in Devon, 
and Eric Toensmeier, who gardens 
in the USA, leaving a need for 
someone to demonstrate how 
these often-unfamiliar plants 
might work in the average UK 
garden. This is the breach that 
Kelsey gamely steps into. 

Her book is nicely personal, 
and charts her experiences of 
creating a community of perennial 
edible plants in her own back 
garden. She is very clear about her 
own amateur status, but this has a 


102 


charm and honesty to it as she 
finds her way through the sourcing 
of the plants and the creation of 
her polycultures. She also writes 
about the process of reaching the 
conclusions she has, the 
practitioners and writers that 

have influenced her, and the theory 
behind the creation of healthy, 
productive food polycultures. 

I found the most useful chapter 

of the book ‘Choosing Perennial 
Vegetables, in which Kelsey lists 

the plants she has grown and talks 
about her experiences with them, 
including their taste. I like the fact 
that a chapter is dedicated to 
cooking, with recipes, although this 
is pretty short and sparse. These 
plants’ unfamiliarity once they hit 
the kitchen puts people off growing 
them, so I'd have loved to have seen 
more ideas here. 

The design and photography 
place this book in the ‘hard 
working’ category rather than the 
‘sumptuous, with workmanlike 
photos used fairly small and many 
helpful tables. It is a thoughtful 
and useful book that helps fill a 
gap in our understanding of this 
interesting way of growing. 


Lia Leendertz is a Guardian 
columnist and allotmenteer. 


book offer 
RRP £14.95. Reader offer 
price £13.50 including p&p. 
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THE WILDLIFE-FRIENDLY 
VEGETABLE GARDENER 
by Tammi Hartung, 

Storey Publishing, £11.99 

ISBN 978-1612120553 


Wildlife-friendly gardening has 
become mainstream but many of us 
are still reluctant to rely on organic 
methods and natural predators to 
defend our vegetable gardens. 
Tammi Hartung, who grows five 
acres of organic herbs in Colorado, 
has no such reservations and faces 
challenges that include bears, coyotes 
and bobcats, as well as the familiar 
squirrels, slugs and caterpillars that 
can plague British gardens. 

Her fine exposition of the ways 
in which integrating wildlife with 
horticulture can enrich a productive 
vegetable garden is full of wisdom, 
enthusiasm and useful tips. Who 
knew, for example, that powdered 
cinnamon deters ants? Some plants 
and animals will be unfamiliar to 
British gardeners but there’s much 
common ground. 

The charming illustrations 
are stylised drawings rather than 
accurate images intended for 
identification of garden plants, 
pests and diseases. They’re akin to 
drawings one might expect to 
encounter in children’s books and 
these, combined with the lively text, 
would make this an attractive 
introduction for a new generation of 
young gardeners. 


Phil Gates is a natural history 
author, journalist and broadcaster. 


book offer 
RRP £11.99. Reader offer 
price £10.99 including p&p. 
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GRASSES 

by Stephen A Harris, 
Reaktion Books, £16 
ISBN 978-1780232737 


WILLOW 

by Alison Syme, 
Reaktion Books, £16 
ISBN 978-1780232928 


Those of us who despair of 
garden writing being reduced 
to picture captions or to 
140-character-long snippets can 
raise a cheer for the appearance 
of two new publications in 
Reaktion Books’ Botanical series, 
a compelling collection that allows 
knowledgeable writers to explore 
the social and cultural impact of 
plants alongside their botanical 
and horticultural significance. 
Willow has been used for 
millennia for curing disease (it is 
the source of aspirin), stabilising 
soil, making baskets, enclosures and 
even buildings and, more recently, 
as a biofuel. But the main focus of 
Willow by Alison Syme, a professor 
of Visual Studies at the University 
of Toronto Mississauga, is the 
prominence of the genus Salix in 
art and literature. She charts the 
significance of the plant through 
centuries of Chinese painting to 
Mughal miniatures and the designs 
of William Morris and Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh. In another 
chapter she considers the willow 
as a literary motif in a survey that 
encompasses Han Dynasty poetry, 
Virgil, Shakespeare and Kenneth 
Grahame’s The Wind in the 
Willows. The book is both 
fascinating and revelatory. 
Published alongside Willow is 
Grasses, an absorbing description 
of Poaceae and other grass-like 
plants, by the curator of Oxford 
University Herbaria, Stephen 
A Harris. He underlines the 


diversity and range of the 
family, from African savannah to 
the North American prairies 
(five times the area of France) and 
the Steppe, grassland that 
stretches from the Black Sea to 
China. Harris explains how this 
is the most important family of 
plants: as a building material, 
as a fuel and, most importantly, 
as a food source. Sixty per cent of 
human calories are derived from 
just four crops: wheat, rice, maize 
and sugar. As the population 
expands and ages, grasses will 
have an important role in the 
challenge to maintain food, 
water and energy supplies. 

As with the rest of the series, 
the books are well-produced, 
not lavishly illustrated but each 
illustration and photograph 
is carefully chosen and illuminates 
the text. Both books are 
magnificent works: breathtaking 
in their sweep and dazzling in 
their research and reflection. 
More like this please. 


John Hoyland is a plantsman 
and gardens writer. 


book offer 
RRP £16. Reader offer 
price £15, including p&p. 


GARDENS 
FRANK-LLOYD WRIGHT 


WILDFLOWER WONDERS 


RICHMOND 
__ PARK 


PAUL RADSITTS 


GROUNDBREAKING  orrep 
FOOD GARDENS a 
by Niki Jabbour, i 
Storey Publishing, £14.99, 
ISBN 978-1612120614 

Garden plans for growing 
food from US horticulturists. 


THE GARDENS OF 

OFFER 
FRANK LLOYD PRICE 
WRIGHT £18 


by Derek Fell, Frances 
Lincoln Publishers, £20, 
ISBN 978-0711235946 

The great architect’s most 
famous landscape designs. 


WILDFLOWER 
WONDERS: THE 50 
BEST WILDFLOWER 
SITES IN THE WORLD 
by Bob Gibbons, Bloomsbury, 
£16.99, ISBN 978-1472909824 
The world’s most stunning 
displays of wild flowers. 


OFFER 
PRICE 
£15.29 


RICHMOND PARK: FROM 


MEDIEVAL PASTURE TO 
ROYAL PARK AecEE 
by Paul Rabbitts, PRICE 
Amberley, £20, as 
ISBN 978-1445618562 

The history of London’s 


largest Royal Park. 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 
gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 

with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. Free delivery within UK. 
Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, please 
call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Reader offers 


Woottens of Wenhaston Pelargoniums collection 


If you've been inspired by Kristy 
Ramage’s planting combinations for pots 
this month (See page 48), take a look at 
this offer from pelargonium specialist 
Woottens of Wenhaston. It has picked out 
three gorgeous pelargoniums in striking 
colours that will work well either on their 
own or in combination. 


Offer 

Choose from either Collection 1 or 2 — see 
right for your choice. Plants are supplied 
fully established in 9cm pots along with 
detailed care instructions. Prices include 
p&p. Plants will be sent 1st class Royal Mail. 


How to order 
¢ By telephone Call 01502 478258 with 
details of your debit or credit card. 


* Online woottensplants.com 
and then click on the Special Offers tab. 


« By post Please complete the 
coupon below and send it to: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Pelargonium 
Offer, Woottens of Wenhaston, 
Blackheath, Wenhaston, Halesworth, 
Suffolk IP19 9HD. 


Offer ends 31 August 2014. Available 

to UK mainland only. Please note Plants 
may be substituted if original choice is 
unavailable. Every effort will be made 

to make these as similar as possible. 


Collection 1 


3 x pelargoniums 
1x P sidoides 

1xP triste 

1xP ‘Brilliantine’ 
Offer code PELO3 


£17.50 


inc p&p 


Collection 2 


6 x pelargoniums £31 
2 xP. sidoides inc p&p 
2 xP triste 

2 xP ‘Brilliantine’ 

Offer code PELO6 


Extra offer 


Pelargonium ‘Ardens'is tricky to 
propagate, so sells out quickly. 
Pre order now at our special 
price for when stocks are available 


again in August/September. 
1xP‘Ardens’ Offer code XARDO1 


£9 


inc p&p 


Pelargonium ‘Afdens’ 


ORDER FORM — PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Pelargonium Offer, 


: Woottens of Wenhaston, Blackheath, Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 9HD 


Telephone number 


Signature 


Collection choice Price Qty | Total AMEN DETAILS 
y Collection 1 - PELO3 £1750 inc p&p £ CHEQUE 
| enclose a cheque for & made payable to Woottens of 
: Collection 2 - PELO6 &3linc p&p & Wenhaston and with my name and address on the back. 
Extra offer - XARDO1 £9 inc p&p & CREDIT/DEBINCARD 
i TOTAL £ Please charge my Visa Mastercard Maestro 
Card Number 
Title Initial Surname . 
1 Expiry Date / Maestro Issue No 
| Address : _ - - 
' Security Number (last 3 digits on signature strip): 
Postcode 
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downtools 


30N INGRAM 


JAS 


Pam Lewis's use of wild flower plantings at 
Sticky Wicket is inspirational (see page 42). 
While for many her approach may be 
too uncontrolled, wild flowers and more 
naturalistic plantings were much in 
evidence in the show gardens at Chelsea 
this year showing us how we can all integrate 
plantings into our gardens — and help 
preserve native species and support wildlife. 
British Wild Flower Plants is a 
specialist propagator of more than 300 
species of native British plants. It is offering 
readers a 15 per cent discount 
on its Pre-Mixed Selection trays of plant 
plugs. These offer a selection of plants 
suited to a particular location — sunny, clay 
soil, coastal, rocks and paving, marginals, 
etc — or scenario, such as colour-themed, 
good for wildlife, bird attracting or even one 
suited to school gardens that will flower in 
spring and autumn. 
Trays are sold as full trays — 104 plugs or 
in halves — 52 plugs. 


How to order 

Go to wildflowers.co.uk and make your 
selection from the Pre-Mixed Selections 
Add code ‘GARDENSILL when prompted 


7 LOTT Y 


e i 4 ye 
ye 7 is 


to gain your 15% discount. 

P&P is included in the price. 
Offer ends 31 August 2014. 
Available to UK customers only. 


Bionic gloves are designed by a leading 
orthopaedic hand specialist to take into 
account the anatomy of the hand. They give 
more gripping power while allowing a good 
range of movement and flexibility. Silicone 
reinforced fingertips improve durability and 
the anatomical padding ensures comfort. 

Ranging from lightweight to full- 
protection leather gloves and gauntlets, 
Bionic’s gardening gloves suit a selection 
of gardening tasks. 


How to order GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED readers can 

get a 20% discount. Go to 
bionic-glove.co.uk and add the 
offer code ‘GIOO1' when you 
make your order. 


Offer ends 31 August 2014. wf 4 4 
UK mainland only. SF ess Saw 
, Ls y ey \ 4 
Restricted to two separate yy a “ 
orders per reader. Re was 


2 
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Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate 
Media Ltd, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Lost and found 
Thank you for your ‘Creating Romance with 
Roses’ article [issue 210, p46]. | loved the 
article, and more especially the photos. 
Reading through, | was reminded of a visit to 
David Austin Roses a couple of years ago in 
June. It was such a useful (and enjoyable) 
experience to see all the roses trying their 
hardest and looking amazing. 

On the day | made a note (sadly only a 


Creating romance 
with roses 


mental one) of a particular rose that looked really vigorous and healthy, and held its flowers 


nicely. | was very pleased to be reminded of this rose — James Galway - in the article. Finally, 


| have a proper note, and a few more ideas for other roses to consider. How about another 


article on roses in different colours, as all those mentioned where white or pink? 


Caroline Hodson, Northamptonshire 


RELAXIN STYLE 

A dog’s life 

I thought you might 
want to know what real 
gardeners do during 


their lunch breaks (see 
left). Thanks for such an inspiring magazine! 
Annette Lepple, Najac, France 


FRONT GARDENS 

North-south divide 

While I enjoyed your article on front gardens 
[issue 208, p68] what a shame it did not contain 
one on ‘facing north. This is the most difficult 
and Iam sorry I could not benefit from 

Adam Frost’s knowledge. Perhaps this could 

be rectified in the future? In the meantime I 
persevere with periwinkle and hydrangeas. 
Phyllis Tyler, Brighton 


FLOWER SHOW 
Captivating Chelsea 
Last year, I bought tickets to the RHS 


Chelsea Flower Show for the first time. This 
year proved to be just as special. Chelsea is 
a cacophony of scent, form and structure 
and the attention to detail has an immediate 
impact. In the show gardens, swathes of 
cream-coloured lupins sit harmoniously with 
aquilegias and irises. Cool, contemplative 
designs show the interplay of natural elements 
with contemporary and traditional geometric 
layouts, while stillness, movement, flow and 
reflection create peaceful and enchanting spaces 
that stimulate the enjoyment of observation. 
To top it all off, the day was a beautiful 
one and we basked in the warm, late-spring 
sunshine. Does Chelsea live up to all the 
hype? Yes, and it does it magnificently. 
Joseph Maples, Hampshire 


CORRECTION 

In our plant profile of Centaurea last month 
[issue 210] we omitted a word under the 
heading ‘Cultivation’ It should read full sun 
and partial shade as the preferred conditions. 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


Will the influx of young talent 
at this year’s Chelsea Flower 
Show encourage a new 
generation of designers? 


) James Alexander- 
* Sinclair is a garden 
designer, journalist, 
4 broadcaster and 
award-winning 
blogger. 


Chelsea 2014 will be 
remembered not only for a 
remarkable thunderstorm 

but for being awash with the 
beaming faces of a whole raft of 
new, younger designers. This all 
fits in beautifully with the efforts 
being made by both the RHS and 
the industry at large to attract 
young people into the exciting 
world of horticulture. 

This is excellent news: every 
industry (like every garden) 
needs to keep moving to avoid 
stagnancy. We need new blood, 
new ideas, new enthusiasms and 
new faces. That is not to say that 
we should chuck out the older, 
more established designers in 
favour of youthful exuberance: 
that would be very silly indeed. 

It is just that there has been a 
feeling for years that gardening is 
really only for people unqualified 
to do anything else or just 
something your gran does. 
Hopefully, a Chelsea full of new 
designers will help show that 
horticulture is one hell of a good 
career cecision. 

Many of us who have been 
gardening for a while are no 
longer, how shall | put it, as oven 
fresh as we used to be and we 
need an injection of youth. 


+ What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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With 1,300 years of history, an English King, two saints 
and one of the great gardens of the world. 


here the Cotswold meets the West Country, featured on many 

television programmes, this truly spectacular 5-acre garden beside the 

12th-century Abbey Church in the centre of medieval Malmesbury, 
and straddling the River Avon, has brought praise from around the world. 

Words used to describe it range from unique, unforgettable, magical, paradise, 
heaven on earth, through to ‘This garden alone made my visit to the UK worthwhile; 
‘The loveliest truly English garden on the planet; ‘A real national treasure for the 
future’ and from Alan Titchmarsh “The WOW factor is here in abundance!” 

Featuring formal knot gardens, spring bulbs, tulips (quarter of a million), 
hostas, laburnum tunnel, colonnade walk, roses (largest collection in the UK), 
japanese maples, fruit trees, double herbaceous borders, irises, alstroemerias, herb 


garden and monastic fish ponds. Woodland and riverside walks with wildlife — from 


water voles, the occasional otter, goldcrests, longtailed tits, treecreepers, kingfishers, 
woodpeckers to sparrowhawks, buzzards and swans. 
The spirit of the place shines through and could be one of the best garden 


visits you ever make. 


The Abbey House Gardens 


Visitor information 


Abbey House Gardens 
Market Cross, Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire SN16 9AS 


Tel 01666 827650 
Email info@abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 
Website www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 


Opening times 
21 March — 31 October, Llam-5.30pm 


Admission 
Adults £8, Concessions £7 
Family (2+2) £18, Children 5-15 £3 


Special events 


One ‘clothes optional day’ per month. 
See www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


Crossword 
PEP TEP LE LP Be Ly 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 


Pt 
PL} | Mt |] tT | tt | 


ACROSS 


1 Disorder in ripening tomatoes — 
that'll be a US paper dollar! (9) 


31 Early, red dessert apple that’s a 
revelation (9) 


up to 12 months 


ago: 


July 2013 to 


June 2014 issues 
are available. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 


edition — search 


“GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 


on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


Mfowlo Bnploy 
A DESIGNERS 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts available — 
see below for details. 


6 Inner skin of orange in Spithead (4) DOWN 
8 Liquidambar styraciflua by another 1Aseries of nasturtium to shine TO O R D E R CA L L 
name — a teething problem? (3,3) brightly (5) 


9 Genus of thistle — cum iris, 
perhaps (7) 


10 Fungal disease of various plants in main variety (7) GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
transmutation (4) 4 The hollyhock genus — a lace twisted (5) Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
12 Erect, leafless stalk growing directly 5 ‘They're parts of nuts; army officers PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 
from the ground - as cep, maybe (5) said (7) 
13 William, 19th-century Kew gardener 6 It might be inflicted by 11 down. (5) would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 

and plant hunter (4) 7 Tree-tomato’s loam trial spoiled (9) SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

14 The deadly nightshade genus — or 11 Buck precedes this for genus UK - £4.40 per copy UK- £5.50 per copy 

a tap out of order (6) Rhamnus (5) _] EU - £5.20 per copy _] EU- £6.50 per copy 

16 Support for indoor climbing 15 Perennial related to onion family, L_] Rest of world — £6 per copy L_] Rest of world - £7.50 per copy 
plant (4,4) Gaul habit possibly (9) CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 

18 Garden container in which to sow 16 Acapillary one is a greenhouse mratialineroarcen slipcase(s) 

eanhanis’ (DS) itigationala(2) SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

20/21 Cheshire venue of an RHS 17 Part of a flower’s corolla (5) UK —£750 each UK — £9.50 each 

flower show (6,4) 19 Deprived of moisture, top of primula EU —-£8.50 each EU -£1075 each 

23 Mountain ash (line on one) (5) bent over (7) L_| Rest of world — £9.50 each Rest of world — £12 each 


25 Flower associated with May or Lent, 


2 Early stage of larva in veg garden (3) 
3 South African annual or perennial — see 


20 Ate long, unusual hybrid citrus fruit (7) 


0844 844 0253 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


for example (4) 22 18th-century Romantic poet's white 

27 Shrub in cloche at herboretum (7) narcissus (5) 
28 Genus of viper’s bugloss — ie much 24 Natural soil aerators, not welcomed | enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
changed (6) by dogs! (5) GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for£_ 

30 Craetagus fruits Shaw 26 Infected by aphids, say — it’s rotten (5) | would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 

cultivated (4) 29 Who ever holds a weeding tool? (3) Visa LJ Mastercard L] Maestro L] 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


Expiry date |_| LJ L] L| Issue no. (Maestro only) L] L] 
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ACROSS: 1 Eric 4 Corylopsis 9 Pearmain 10 Crispy 11 Syon 12 Heeds 13 Moth 14 Aralia 16 Sweet pea YOUR DETAILS 
18 Adiantum 21 Stress 22 Acid 24 Alter 25 Edge 27 Shovel 28 Dianthus 29 Cortaderia 30 Lady. 
Title Forename 
BLOM NE ralResroiy = NC olnilliaié MONelinezI eo NNuinaes GE lhyeztas7/lPlaiancillnnyortilets LS Rectel (eel nl) IN UI aaa 
17 Tormentil 19 Trailed 20 Matador 21 Serrata 23 Divot 26 Gourd. Surname Ee TS ROE TOE NC POP Cr i eRe ee 
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eternal 


A stunning range of necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings, brooches and scarf rings. 

e Vintage style enamels 

e Semi-precious gemstones 

e Freshwater pearls 

e Swarovski crystals 

e On-trend metallics 

e Pierced and clip-on earrings 

e No quibble free returns service 


Regal 
South Sea shell pearls. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £12 


|B | Pansy 


Range of enamels in 11 colours. 
Necklace: £30 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £25 


Poppy 
Enamel poppy range. 


Necklace: £32 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £18 
Brooch: £18 


| D | Coral Reef 
Natural coral. 
Necklace: £45 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


| Exquisite 
Aurora Borealis Austrian Crystals. 
Necklace: £30 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


Eldorado 
Also available in silver. 
Necklace: £25 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


|G | Laurel Leaves 
Mother of Pearl Shell. 
Necklace: £48 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £18 


[J Adorn 


South Sea shell pearls. 
Necklace: £35 
Pierced & Clip-on Earrings: £15 


* Excluding P&P. 
Not valid with any other offer. 


ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOGUE TODAY! 


Call 03453 707071 | www.eternalcollection.co.uk 


Eternal House, Wades Bridge Road, Old Bridge of Tilt, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH18 5TZ 
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History Revealed brings the past to life for 
everyone. It’s an action-packed, image-rich a THEBGsTORY-DW 
magazine with zero stuffiness | 


INSIDE 10 TRULY HORRIBLE MEDIEVAL TORTURES 
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GREAT ADVENTURES 
- BURKE & WILLS 
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“QING * TRAINING » DECEPTION 
“NNVASION * SPECIAL OPS 
‘\story of WWIl’s longest day 


MEXICO'S ROBIN HOOD 


HENRY Vill VS THOMAS MORE; 
THE MAKING OF A MARTYR 


—h, Fa Fs 
What was the Spanish Inquisition?| AUSSIE opyssevi} y : 
Why did we boycott suc The most extravagant =a oe 
Who invented sunglasses? expedition party ever assembled 


Order online 
www.buysubscriptions.com/historyrevealed 


please quote GIHAO714 


Or by phone 0844 245 6943 please quote GIHAO714 


*Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-lpm Saturday. 


*5 issues for £5 available to UK Direct Debit orders only. After your first 5 issues, your subscription will continue at £17.95 every 6 issues thereafter, saving 25% on the shop price. 
If you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving your 4th issue, you will pay no more than £5. Offer ends 31 July 2014. 


ILLUSTRATED 


You can now buy GARDENS ILLUSTRATED as a digital edition 
ic ‘and read wherever you are: on a plane, a train or even 
\#Available as single issues or as a subscription from 
the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 
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Summer days out 


At this gorgeous time of year why not embrace the outdoors and take pleasure in visiting these beautiful 
summer gardens. Or make a date to visit a superb home and garden show 


1 WATERPERRY GARDENS 


A place to explore, relax 

and shop in beautiful 
surroundings. Eight-acre 
gardens with a fascinating 
history and a stunning 
herbaceous border blooming 
with delphiniums and 
heleniums. Includes arts, 
crafts and gardening courses, 
events, plant centre, gallery 
and teashop. 

ADDRESS Waterperry, Near 
Wheatley, Oxfordshire 

OX33 1JZ 

TEL 01844 339226 

WEB waterperrygardens.co.uk 


3 THE BETH CHATTO GARDENS 


we = 


Inspirational, world famous 
garden. Drought tolerant 
planting descends into lush 
Water Gardens and the cool of 
Woodland Gardens, 
demonstrating perfectly the 
“right plant for the right place”. 
Open seven days a week, 7.5 
Acre of stunning Gardens, large 
Nursery, bright and spacious 
Tearooms serving teas, coffees, 
homemade cakes and lunches. 


ADDRESS Elmstead Market, 
Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB 
TEL 01206 822007 

WEB bethchatto.co.uk 


2 THE BISHOP'S PALACE 


The 12th-century home of Bishops of Bath and Wells is surrounded 

by 14 acres of gardens, a moat and ancient springs that give the city of 
Wells its name. Climb the ramparts, explore exhibitions and step inside 
the vaulted undercroft. 


ADDRESS Off Market Place, Wells, Somerset BA5 2PD 
TELO1749 988111 WEB bishopspalace.org.uk 


4 SYON PARK — 


ry 


Syon Park, the London home of the Duke of Northumberland, is built 
on the site of a mediaeval abbey and contains some of Robert Adam's 
finest interiors. The spectacular Great Conservatory is surrounded by 
‘Capability’ Brown landscaped gardens. 

ADDRESS Park Road, Isleworth TW7 6AZ 

TEL 020 8560 0882 WEB syonpark.co.uk 


5 STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
HOME & GARDEN SHOW 
18th - 20th July 2014 (Gala Charity Evening on 17 July) 


Set in the magnificent surroundings of Alscot Park, Warwickshire, 
this show is a feast for the senses. With an emphasis on quality and 
uniqueness, all 130 exhibitors at the show have been handpicked to 
give an eclectic mix of the artisan, the unusual, the beautiful and the 
undeniably ‘must have’ 

Wonderful crafts and gifts abound in the massive marquee 
complex while outdoors a wide selection of specialist nurseries offer 
many varieties of plants you wont find in the garden centres. A live 
demonstration theatre, vintage tearooms and the beautiful gardens 
of Alscot Park help make this a wonderful day out to remember. 


ADDRESS Alscot Park, Shipston Road, Stratford-Upon-Avon CV37 8BL 
TEL 01789 549199 EMAIL info@bloomingmarvellousevents.co.uk 
WEB stratfordhomeandgardenshow.co.uk 


\\ tratford-upon-Aven 
IN 


\ HOME & GARDEN SHOW 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


6 OSTERLEY PARK 


10 
5 
ae 
e 134 
Osterley Park and House is one of the last surviving country estates in London. 2 8 7 
Open all year and only a short distance from the big city, don't miss the elegant 
flower gardens and vibrant colours of the ornamental vegetable garden. ©) 


ADDRESS Jersey Road, Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 4RB 
TEL O20 8232 5050 WEB nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park 


7 PASHLEY MANOR GARDENS 8 HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 


These award-winning gardens 
offer a sumptuous blend of 
romantic landscaping, 
imaginative plantings, fine 
trees, fountains and ponds. 
Whenever you visit there is 
something to delight the 
senses — tulips, roses, lilies, 
dahlias, the kitchen garden 
and more. Café; Gift Shop; 
Sculpture Exhibition. 


Discover glorious award-winning 
gardens at the 13th-century castle, 
best known as the childhood 
home of Anne Boleyn. Bought 

by American multi-millionaire 
William Waldorf Astor in 1903, 
he restored the castle and created 
the gardens and lake. The splendid 
gardens include Rose, Italian 

and Tudor gardens as well as 
magnificent topiary, fountains, 
cascades and grottoes. 

ADDRESS Hever, Nr. Edenbridge, 
Kent TN8 7NG 

TELOI732 865224 

WEB hevercastle.co.uk 


ADDRESS Ticehurst, Near 
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7HE 
TEL 01580 200888 

WEB pashleymanorgardens.com 


9 ABBOTSBURY SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 10 PENSTHORPE NATURAL PARK 


Pensthorpe Natural Park contains 
three inspirational gardens, a 
stunning wild flower meadow and 
a beautiful lakeside environment. 
Whether you choose to enjoy the 
nature of the Wildlife Habitat 
Garden, absorb the beauty of Piet 
Oudolf’s Millennium Garden, or 
take a relaxing meander through 
the Wave Line and Wave gardens, 
Pensthorpe is able to offer 
unparalleled delights. 


ADDRESS Pensthorpe Natural Park, 
Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 OLN 

TEL 01328 851465 

WEB pensthorpe.com 


Winner of the HHA/Christie's jie 
Garden of the Year Award : 
2012. Considered to be one 

of the best gardens in Great 
Britain. Set in 30 glorious 

acres nestling against Dorset’s 
Jurassic Coast near Weymouth, 
they were described by Alan 
Titchmarsh as “One of the finest 
gardens I have ever visited”. 
Open daily from 10am to 5pm, 
last admission 4pm. 

ADDRESS Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
TEL 01305 871387 

WEB abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer inspiration 


Embrace the pleasure of craftsmanship in your garden this summer. From hand-crafted furniture and 
ornate sculpture to great gifts for the family, we can help make your summer special 


1 CRANBORNE STONE 


As one of the UK’s leading specialists in high- 
quality cast stone, Cranborne Stone has supplied 
some of the UK’s finest gardens. Handmade in 
Dorset by our skilled craftsmen, our beautiful 
range of handmade garden benches, planters, vases, 
fountains and balustrade suit all tastes and styles. 
TEL 01258 472685 WEB cranbornestone.com 


2 SITTING SPIRITUALLY 


What better way to inspire your summer garden than 
with our new Heart Back? Designed to celebrate our 
10th anniversary this year, it is influenced by 

The Arts and Crafts Movement. Available across all 
our ranges and in 2, 3 or 4 seater. We are the only 
swing and bench makers licensed by the RHS. 

TEL 01297 443084 WEB sittingspiritually.co.uk 


3 STONEBALLS COMPANY 


Stoneballs Company provides solid sandstone balls 
for distinctive garden decoration. Traditionally used 
to define paths and paving, they are also perfect 

to provide structural contrast to planting whether 
informal and exuberant or elegant and formal - 
giving a sense of unity, style and balance. 

TEL 01636 626704 WEB stoneballs.co.uk 


4 MKM CREATIONS 


This elegant Two Tower planter is a stylish 
creation that will look beautiful in any setting. 
The clean lines and unique style definitely give 
this planter the edge. MKM creations is a family 
business that specialise in the design and build 
of bespoke, contemporary garden planters to 
suit any style. 

TEL 01257 432450 WEB mkmcreations.co.uk 


5 BORDER SUNDIALS 


Capel Tenison’s Border Sundials make 
high-quality armillary spheres and horizontal 
and wall sundials. Each sundial is personally 
hand-engraved to your instructions and 
finished to the very highest of standards. 

TEL 01873 840297 WEB bordersundials.co.uk 


6 TEAK TIGER 


Special Offer - Bristol Hardwood Armchair 
Our solid heavyweight armchair (14kg) is now 
only £99. Or purchase two or more and pay 
just £79 each. Includes FREE fully assembled 
delivery to UK mainland. Offer only available 
while stocks last. 

TEL 0800 068 0333 WEB teaktiger.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Rustic garden retreats 


Shepherds' huts have come a long way since the 16th century. This collection offers some luxurious, 
spacious and beautifully designed choices. Create a home away from home in your back garden 


1 NIGHTINGALE SHEPHERD HUTS 


Nightingale Shepherd Huts are beautifully made, 
bespoke hand-built structures. They could be your 
perfect solution to an additional bedroom, guest room, 
office, studio, children's playroom or garden retreat. 
Whatever your vision we can make it come to life. 

TEL 01273 275301 

WEB nightingaleshepherdhuts.com 


2 SUFFOLK SHEPHERD HUTS 


A shepherds' hut evokes a glorious Victorian picture 
ofa cosy shelter from a harsh British winter. Our 
shepherds' huts are founded on this tradition but 
with modern comforts carefully woven so as not to 
detract from the hut's simple beauty. 

TEL 01986 785112 

WEB suffolkshepherdhuts.co.uk 


3 PLANKBRIDGE 


Plankbridge Ltd make classic and bespoke 
shepherds’ huts in Dorset. Plankbridge realised 
many years ago that the Victorian shepherds’ hut 
offered a quirky solution to the need for extra space 
for home or business. As seen at RHS Chelsea. 

TEL 01300 348414 

WEB plankbridge.com 


4 ROUNDHILL SHEPHERD HUTS 


At Roundhill we take great pride in creating 
totally unique and bespoke shepherds’ huts, 
which will last for many generations. Please visit 
our website to view our creative and spacious 
heritage wagons. Contact Louise at: 

TEL 07808 730990 

EMAIL louby.adams@hotmail.co.uk 


5 BLACK MOUNTAIN HUTS 


Based in the Welsh hills, handcrafting bespoke 
shepherds huts. Our huts are tailored to your 

unique specification. We pride ourselves on quality 
workmanship and attention to detail. With beautiful 
solid oak flooring as standard and handcrafted 
furniture, our huts are full of charm and character. 
TEL 01938 590701 WEB blackmountainhuts.co.uk 


6 CORNWALL SHEPHERD HUTS 


We are a small, family-run company situated in 
the heart of Cornwall, building beautiful bespoke 
shepherds’ huts. Our huts are handcrafted to an 
extremely high standard and each is unique. Full 
of rustic charm combined with modern luxury. 
TELO1637 878934 

WEB cornwallshepherdhuts.co.uk 
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| ACCESSORIES 


TRUSTED & ENDORSED BY VETS & PET OWNERS WORLDWIDE 


Joy Rocks 


STOP pet urine burn marks...naturally 


SAFTER Dog Rocks 


be 2) Dog Rocks placed in 
your dog's water bowl 
help stop pet urine 
lawn burn patches. 


NI 
>of o- 


© QverimillionRocks, @Noxchangetopt) oatScorner 
sold WORLDWIDE —halanceofipet'suring, i 
© 100%4NNatural, proven &:trusted) Dobbies 


www.dogrocks.co.uk #®@ T: 01628 822243 


To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


BUILDINGS 


Greenhouses designed... 


ACCESSORIES 


Q OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


° 8 


Specialist manufacturers of British 
handcrafted internal and external 
Planters and Furniture. 
Available in: Oak, Iroko or Accoya; 
painted in your choice of colour. 
We also offer a bespoke design 
and build service 
For more information 
email info@ oxfordplanters.co.uk or 
call 01608 683022 
All products manufactured in the 
Cotswolds using sustainable timber. 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


HURDLES, CLIMBERS & 
BASKETS 
FOR CATALOGUE 020 8247 3700 
WWW.CHAIRWORKS.INFO 
INFO@CHAIRWORKS.INFO 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


GARDENS 


TELUS TRATED: 


CLEARVIEW STOVES 


Britain’s leading manufacturer of clean burning wood stoves 


The woodbuming stovexepertected 


STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK 


www.clearviewstoves.com Brochure Line: 01588 650 123 
Dinham House, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1EJ. Tel: 01584 878 100 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 


Marketplace 


DESIGNERS 


j 


Garden Design — 


01483 893989 


www.nrgardendesign.com 


=F 


(i NealeRichards tts 
(GQ GARARBEN DESTEA 


Construction — 


Planting 


Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London. 
Visit our website to see further case studies. 


enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 


ARDEN PRODU 


Lender 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


MALVERN COPPICING 


Beautiful handcrafted 
gazebo’s arbours, pergolas 
and more from our 
local woodlands. 


MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK 
TEL. 01684 574865 
MOB. 07946169123 


THE BEST PROTECTION FROM 
SLUGS AND SNAILS 


- 
www.slugrings.co.uk 
01225 851524 
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GALLERIES 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


ANGELA HARDING 


High quality Swiss 
made cutters 
quality ‘Heritage’ 
paper 

safewash ink 

soft Japanese vinyl 
newsprint for 
proofing 
burnishing and ink 
spreading tools. 


fl % 


/p 


01952 727952 


‘Introduction to Printmaking’ by 
Angela Harding provides detailed 
instruction and lots of hints and tips 
to help you achieve great results. 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 


Health from the Hive | 


Established in 2004 The Honey Doctor prides itself in 
providing delicious honey and all products from the 
beehive to enhance a healthy lifestyle. We specialise in 
Manuka Honey and therapeutic Manuka Honey Creams for 
skin problems. We are also pleased to offer our local 
honey. The bees on our farm enjoy rich clover fields in the 
summer and then are taken to Exmoor in the Autumn to 
gather heather honey. We supply delicious honeycomb in 
both smaller tubs or as a complete honeycomb in a 
wooden frame — A magical present 


GET £5.00 off your first order over £20.00 
by quoting “Gardenjune2014” 
at the web checkout 

offer ends ist August 2014 


www .thehoneydoctor.com 
T:01884860625 
E:sales@thehoneydoctor.com 


ACHINERY 


WA MowWithUs.com 


Mow With Us, the name for choice, service and: quailty’ 


FREE ENGINE OIL 
& FREE DELIVERY 


for boxed goods 
(UK mainland except Scottish Highlands and islands) 


Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 


Authorised Dealer and one of 
the country’s largest 
retailer. 


Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


°Y, 


D2] 
mom 


catalogue available 
01225 851577 


garden-requisites.co.uk 


| Exclusively Mail Order 
| PERENNIALS 


| TDECUNIICEC 
| TREEHOUSES 


cheeky ; 
monkey “@ 


tree houses 


a 
CLAIRE 
AUSTIN 


PEONIES 
IRISES 
over 800 varieties 
www.claireaustin- 
hardyplants.co.uk 


Tel: 01686 670342 


www,cheekymonkeytreehouses.co,uk 


Bespoke design and build 
treehouses, playhouses 
and elevated platforms 


t 01403 732 452 


Hn 
NN 


Marketplace 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 


UK HOLIDAYS 


Over 500 coastal, waterside, rural 
and dog-friendly holiday cottages 
throughout the South West. 


SINNER 
BRITISH 
For special offers and a free copy of our brochure 


call us on 01548 202020 or check out our website QUALITY 
BEST SMALL UK 
ACCREDITED COTTAGE/SELF CATERING 


www.toadhallcottages.co.uk AGENCY BOOKING COMPANY 


UK TRAVEL AND TOURISM WILDLIFE CAMERAS 


Willie Cameras 


ng ve closer 


ASS ge Enjoy your very 
Holiday catagse in beautifully own wildlife 


a 


e&-coastalslocations” oi o59 481555 Me Bbcercation 
vnwislandootiagahalidays.con studio... 


Up to 10% off all our Bird 
Box Camera Kits & Systems! 


ey 
cn! 


Visit our online 
directory at: 


fe A 


a, 


Get a fascinating insight into the 
wonderful world of birds - watch 


gardensillustrated.com/ them: come) and; go, study nest 
building behaviour, witness chicks 


gardens-illustrated-product-directory | hatching and see them grow... 


info@ukwildlifecameras.co.uk 
08450 170 760 


G A RD E N S : www.ukwildlifecameras.co.uk 


Liar Sah ReAST Bap 


SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 


with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8m high Beech in production Chelsea Gold for David Austin Roses Instant maturity 
and the Elveden Instant Hedge™ 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™ — the only true Instant Hedge 


Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 


Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 
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GARDENS. 
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AUGUST ISSUE 


SMALL GARDENS SPECIAL 
ideas from five inspiring spaces 


PLUS 
* Plot to plate at Great Dixter’s 
vegetable garden 
* Inspirational late summer borders 
* 12 best plants for insects 


“ON SALE 25 JULY 


Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 
and Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 


the writer's plot 


Golden wonders 


What is it that fuels our desire to be surrounded by objects of beauty? 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


ne of the functions 
of a novelist is to 
find motives in 


characters who are doing 
things that you never would 

or could yourself. That may 

be why I find it annoying 

that museum curators have 
decided to get in on the motive 
game and are getting it so 
staggeringly and simplistically 
wrong. At the recent Viking 
exhibition at the British 
Museum, the joy of so many 
beautiful and strange objects 
being brought together was 
diluted by statements declaring 
that almost everything of a 
decorative nature was used to 
display wealth and status. Now, 
it may be that curators and 
archeologists are a particularly 
shallow and show-offy bunch, 


I will never forget the 
feeling I had the first time 
I grew an erythronium. To 
anyone else it would have 
looked like any other 
erythronium, but to me 
it was an amazing jewel 
that I could sit and stare 
at as long as I chose. And 
now there are lots of 
erythroniums and every 
year when they come 
I have something of that 
feeling still. Why is it that 
you can look on your 
own beautiful things with 
so much more satisfaction? 
Does ownership remove 
| a veil from the gaze of 
the beholder? 

Rich though your 
erythroniums can make 
Ansell Harding you feel, most gardeners 


but there’s no need to ascribe ae eee have no wealth to display, 

their motives to the rest ofus,  /¢h though your erythroniums can make you feel, 14 oF those that do, 

back to the dawn of humanity. most gardeners have no wealth to display none that I know garden 
If they were gardeners for that reason. Gardens 

they might understand that some of us just like owning beautiful that are made to display wealth bore me rigid. Le Nétre and his 

things; that just because you blow the heating oil budget on a tree descendants represent, if anything, a kind of anti-gardening; a 

order doesn’t mean that you want people to see the rarest magnolia subjugation of the landscape to the ego that does no favours to 

in Europe flowering on your skyline and think you have money to either. I would rather, any day, look at an erythronium on the 

burn. How to explain to someone who can only understand balcony of a council block than wander self-deceptively down 

outward appearances the intense inward craving for beauty we endless alleys of clipped yew and predictable statuary. 

have: a craving that is more like the dragon sitting on her hoard Of course there is a degree of display in all our gardens. But what, 


in a dark cave than some pompous chieftain ostentatiously fiddling exactly, are we looking for when we show someone round? No denying 


with his scabbard in a bright hall. 

The language of beauty can be written in a display of 
wealth, no doubt, and many of the most beautiful things 
are the most expensive. But I would like to think that they 
became expensive because people sought beauty and not 
the other way around. Bricks of gold on a pallet are 
nothing, but a small bit of gold worked into a filigree by 
craftsmen a thousand years dead is mesmerising. Did the 
person who paid for it do so just to tell others what they 
probably already knew, that he was rich, or did his heart 
ache to own something so gorgeous? 
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that it is very gratifying if they think you are clever and tell 
you so. Nor is it possible not to feel a little glow when they 
spot some rarity that you have astonished yourself by being 
able to grow. I have no idea how it might feel if someone 
congratulated me on my wealth or status, and am unlikely 
to find out and hope that I never do. What you really look 
for is that someone gets it; that they look at the thing you 
made and own, and see through the weeds and the failures, 
weveieeamialnce and say one little word of empathy. Perhaps that’s it: curators 
and gardens in cart get it because they own none of the things they handle. 
Worcestershire Perhaps they should grow an erythronium. 
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From your very first contact with us you'll realise we are different. We are immensely proud of all our products, and know that, 


from the designs on the drawing board, throughout manufacturing to the finishing process, our products stand superior. 


In support of 
For a brochure please call or click 


0800 783 8083 .. 
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FOUNDATION 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


